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As a deer
longs for
flowing
streams,
so my soul
longs for
you,
0 God.
Psalm 42:1, NRSV

I

Technology moves forward relentlessly, often dragging the
church with it. Let's travel 30 years into the future and see
what the church might be like.

Future church
by Steve Dennie
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t was 10:20 on Sunday morning. Pastor Bob sat in his
studio before his desk-top terminal. For the last half
hour, he had been logged on to ShepherdNet, a computer service for Brethren in Christ ministers.
ShepherdNet enabled pastors to solicit advice from each
other, share ideas, give progress reports on church ministries, criticize cantankerous laymen, comment on denominational issues, send messages back and forth, communicate with the bishop and other denominational officials,
and play various games, such as, "Where in the World is
Jimmy Swaggart?"
ShepherdNet was also a great way to keep informed
about each other's prayer needs.
"My son Chad is back to normal after a bout with the
Seven Day AIDS bug," Pastor Bob said aloud. His spoken
words appeared on the screen in the "Answered" column
next to the original prayer request about Chad.
Nobody ever died of AIDS anymore, like they did back
in the days of primitive 20th century medicine. But new
strains kept arising—contagious strains that could be
spread like the flu. Fortunately, vaccines were being
devised and their formulas transmitted to corner drug
stores for production within a few days of the discovery of
a new AIDS strain, so there wasn't much to worry about.
Pastor Bob scanned the most recent prayer concerns
from several other pastors. Then he made his next move in
an ongoing chess match with Pastor Boris Kleniskovskiestishenevoris, a recent graduate of Messiah
International University who was currently planting a new
Brethren in Christ church in Vladivostok, Russia.
"The service will start in ten minutes," a soft, genderneutral voice announced.
"Music," Pastor Bob whispered into the air. Instantly,
the synstrumental prelude began filtering through the sanctuary and Pastor Bob's studio.
Pastor Bob felt a little depressed this morning, though
he wasn't sure why. Maybe his GeneBalance
hormone/vitamin input regulator needed to be adjusted
again. Whatever the reason, he wanted to be cheerful for
his parishioners.
"Mood on," he said. Instantly, several lights glowed on
the BryteShyne Laser Mood Enhancer. "Two minutes,"
he continued. Then, placing the BryteCap on his head, he
leaned back in his chair and let the Mood Enhancer do its
work.
Two minutes later, a soft tone sounded and a voice said,
"This session has ended, Pastor Bob. You now feel very
happy." Indeed, he did. Happy, cheerful, bright, content,
altogether up-ready to meet his congregation. Or at least
those who would show up, which wouldn't be many.
Pastor Bob left the studio. He found Dan and Jane
Burkstrom—his favorite parishioners—standing by the
Cornpugive terminal just inside the door.
January 1992

They looked older than most 70-year-olds, since they
refused routine cosmetic surgery and Youthnogen. "Maybe
we're just old-fashioned," they once told him, "but God
gave us wrinkles, and we're going to enjoy them."
Pastor Bob admired their convictions, and had told them
so. Maybe that's why they were his biggest fans.
"Good morning," he greeted them.
"Good morning," they responded together.
"Isn't it a beautiful day?" Jane remarked.
"It sure is," Pastor Bob replied. Climesat Control usually delivered—and always promised—sunshine on weekends.
Dan Burkstrom waved his hand over the Compugive
sensor and punched a four-digit number, transferring that
amount to the church and automatically notifying the IRS
of his tax-deductible contribution.
"How long is the sermon?" Jane asked.
"Exactly thirteen-and-a-half minutes," Pastor Bob
answered.
"Getting windy, aren't you?" Jane kidded.
"One week won't hurt."
"You'll be up to an hour one of these days," Jane
laughed.
The Burkstroms often joked about hearing hour-long
sermons in decades past. Pastor Bob couldn't imagine a
sermon lasting that long. According to his SEMlearn training, ten minutes was the ideal length. Even then, some
people began squirming after five minutes.
Dan gently grasped Jane's elbow. "It's almost time.
Let's get to our booth. See you afterwards, Pastor."

T

he other regulars began arriving all at once, offering
a quick "Good morning, Pastor" before heading to
their usual places. At 10:29, the lights dimmed
slightly, and Pastor Bob went to his own booth in the back
row to watch the service.
The booth monitor index offered five choices:
Announcements, Praise Scripture, Prayer Needs, Sermon
Text, and Bible Meditation. He touched the words "Praise
Scripture," and Psalm 105:1-5 appeared on the screen in
the New Universal Revised Modern Version. He read slowly, concentrating on each word.
Just as he finished reading, the music stopped. Looking
up, Pastor Bob saw his own image materialize on the otherwise barren platform.
"Hello, and welcome," the hologram said. "Let's sing
that old hymn, 'How Great Thou Art.' Look at your monitors for the words."
Pastor Bob's image began singing in the rich, booming
baritone SEMlearn had audiomatched to him. Sitting in his
booth, Pastor Bob sang along in his own meager voice.
What would I have done in the old days? he mused. /
guess that's why they had songleaders.

Glancing to the side, he noted the number "117" on the
stat display—excellent for a small church of just 2,300
members. Many churches had discontinued the public service, since most people watched at home sometime during
the week.
Pastor Bob occasionally watched at home. His life-size
hologram would appear right there in the middle of the living room, standing beneath a picturescope of geese in
flight. For the next twelve minutes, the hologram would
exhort the real Pastor Bob to righteous living as he sat on
a stratolounge sipping nutra-tea. But Pastor Bob much
preferred watching with other Christians.
" . . . How gre-e-e-eat, tho-o-ou, art."
As the second verse began, Pastor Bob saw someone
whisk past to a booth three rows ahead. It was Carol Davis.
She hadn't come to the church for worship in over a year,
though she and her husband watched every week. Pastor
Bob could guess why she had come.
Carol and Mark, having finally received genobirth
approval, were wrestling with many important decisions.
Should the child be a boy or girl? What physical features
would they each contribute? Personality traits? Talent incli-

nations? The genophysicians needed to know these things.
But their main concern was Carol's uncommon desire to
carry the child for a couple months, rather than use a fullterm artificial womb. Carol insisted that life should begin
in the womb, and Mark agreed.
So did Pastor Bob. When he telecounseled Carol and
Mark on Friday, he affirmed their decision. "We need more
Christians who won't let technology determine their convictions," he told them.
His advice encouraged them. However, Carol evidently still felt unsettled and hoped to find additional comfort
in God's house. So here she was.
Pastor Bob looked at the stat display. It now said "118."

T

he song ended. "For the report on the week's activities, please look at your monitors," Pastor Bob's
hologram said. "First, the Uganda outreach
"
The screen showed parishioners leading Bible and language classes, fixing farm equipment, teaching computer
skills, and participating in an old-style service, complete
with vibrant singing and clapping.
At least ten people from Pastor Bob's church staffed the
mission—two remaining four months at a time, the
others rotating in weekly. Nearly 1,000 members
had now spent at least one week at the Uganda
mission. This involved sacrifice for those with
fulltime jobs. Dennis Levin, who went monthly,
made up the missed time by working two tiring
30-hour weeks in a row.
Pastor Bob's image continued, "The FriendNet
ministry now has 112 fully trained and active
Friends, and 163 people support them in
PrayerNet. This week, our Friends hologrammed
with 152 people. Nineteen new persons inquired
about receiving a Friend, and twelve were
matched. But the best news is that five Friends
reported conversions!"
Pastor Bob thought of Ellen, the most committed Friend. For thirteen weeks she hologrammed with Rose Ellison—seemingly sitting
together and chatting in the same living room,
yet actually fifty miles apart in separate metroplexes. By listening and caring, Ellen slowly
built rapport and trust. In the sixth week she
began drawing attention to spiritual matters—
casually at first, then more directly as Rose
opened up.
Finally, Rose accepted Christ. Now they
would enter the three-month FriendDisciple phase. Before long, they
would actually meet in person! Ellen
was now Friend to twelve people—
five of them Disciples! Pastor Bob
was awed by her gift of evangelism.
Evangelical Visitor
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It was 10:45. Time for the sermon.
"The message is from Matthew
28:19-20. You can follow along on
your monitor."
Like most ministers, Pastor Bob
purchased sermons from LifeText,
Inc. The voice simulator matched the
electronic transcription to his speech
patterns. Then he spent many hours in
the studio shaping the holographic
image to fit the words—appropriate
hand gestures, facial expressions,
pauses, modulations, etc. He would
also mold the hologram in other
ways, like taking off a few pounds
around the waist and thickening the
hair on top.
LifeText offered numerous sermons on the Great Commission. But
Pastor Bob loved this subject, and
preferred taking extra time to compose the message himself. With so
much to say, he far overshot the standard LifeText length of ten minutes.
Christ's commission had guided
Christians for over 20 centuries. Part
had been accomplished: the gospel
had been taken to every nation; the
Bible had been translated into every
language. But the task of making disciples would never end. Billions still
needed Christ.
Up front, Pastor Bob's carefullyshaped hologram began talking about
reaching the lost. The real Pastor Bob
reclined in his booth and closed his
eyes.
He thought of the Burkstroms, two
old-fashioned pillars in a very modern
church. He thought of Mark and
Carol, wanting to do what's right. He
thought of his parishioners in Uganda.
Of Ellen and the others in FriendNet.
Of Boris in Russia. And of his many
pastoral colleagues praying for him
through ShepherdNet.
It was great being part of such an
important, unchanging cause.
•

Steve Dennie edits The United Brethren
magazine.
January 1992
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Model

Teacher
by Marti Watson Garlett

In Our Children Are Dying, Nat
Hentoff tells of Dr. Elliott Shapiro,
principal of a school in the inner city.
While the children of his school can
run and laugh and play, Dr. Shapiro
sees beyond their show of external
life into inner death. "It's not like
being killed by a car," he says.
"There's no blood on them, and

because there is no visible injury,
nobody in the middle class is aghast
at the sight. Nobody gets really
involved . . . [but] thousands and
thousands of children in this city have
been dying because their brain cells
have never been fully brought to life."
If even some children of this nation
are "dying," that is cause for national

concern. These children embody the
future of all we hold dear. Every
value-rooted ideology is but a short
generation away from extinction.
Beyond national concern, though,
must be Christian concern, if even
some of the children of this nation are
dying. And it is a national shame if
Christians are not concerned.
Evangelical Visitor
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The verse 'Train a child in the way
he should go, and when he is old he
will not turn from it" (Proverbs 22:6)
is the Scripture most frequently cited
as backup for whatever edicts we
hand down to children. And it is
unquestionably a crucial verse for all
Christians concerned with the education of children. But the question that
must be asked is, What is training?
God provided Jesus as the conjunction between his words (i.e., "I
love you.") and his deeds (i.e.,
"Here's my Son to prove
it."). Christ, in this context,
is the archetype of teaching, the standard, the ideal.
Through his Son, God
answered the question of
what training—or teaching—is: it is modeling.
Walt Whitman could
very well have been recording this sacred juxtaposition
between teaching and
learning when, in "Song of
Myself he wrote:
Behold, I do not give
lectures or a little charity,
When I give I give
myself.
Because he gave himself
fully for God's instructional purposes, Jesus underscored all that he said, making his words one long italicized proclamation. It is
unlikely we would marvel
at his words if he had not so
perfectly used his actions as
convincement.
What captivates our
attention is the fact that he did not so
much talk about an amazing life as
live one. Taking ordinary people as
his closest friends, going to the homes
of despised people and eating with
them, dying on a cross like a common thief when he literally had all
the power in the world to save himself—these are the actions from
Christ's life that make us sit up and
take notice.
When our interest is caught, our
introspections begin, and then, and
only then, are we able to truly learn.
Jesus showed us what he wanted us
to internalize, what we need to
January 1992

believe and comprehend if we are to
become fully alive and authentically
human.
Through Christ's astonishing messages in motion we are enabled to
learn. Paul understood how "seeing
is believing" works. As Christ taught
him by example, so Paul taught others.
"My message and my preaching
were not with wise and persuasive
words, but with a demonstration of
the Spirit's power" (1 Corinthians

Nearly everything he did
spoke to his
fascinating
aptitude for
coming up
with new ways
of doing
things.

just finished explaining that. Where
were you?"
Embarrassed by the reprimand, the
boy pursues his confusion no further.
Later, while talking to a parent within this same student's hearing, the
teacher says, "I always tell my students the only stupid question is the
one that's not asked."
Which message is believed? The
one that is spoken, or the one that is
modeled? The answer is obvious.
True, modeling depends upon words

:
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2:4). Words alone were not the persuasive part of Paul's ministry; they
became so only when coupled with
actions.
The principle applies to contemporary classrooms too. A teacher is
giving instructions to the class for a
future assignment. One boy in the
class has either failed to listen attentively or failed to understand. At any
rate, the boy holds up his hand and
asks a question about the assignment
being given.
The teacher stops in midexplanation, looks momentarily disgusted at
the interruption, and says pointedly, "I

^"5m^ ^^^

to solidify its point. But Jesus did not
rely solely on words. He linked those
words with dynamic, startling actions.
That way, his words became indelibly
etched into the minds and hearts of
mankind for eternity. He was, and is,
the perfect teacher.
Jesus: Our model for modeling
Jesus' form of teaching was most
dynamically demonstrated in his
modeling. While he gave us the new
commandment to love one another,
he went one step further than just saying the words to us. And it was that
continued on page 8

[i
step that has had its lasting impact on
us as his "students."
He showed us how to love others
by loving others. Modeling was his
teaching technique. It is as simple as
that: Jesus revealed that learning
occurs when modeling is done.
Saying "it is as simple as that"
does not mean that it is easy. It is not.
But apart from its difficulties, working with people is fascinating. It cannot be dull when personalities are so
different. Still, the "interest" aspect
of teaching intermingles with the
"difficult" aspect and provides the
puzzling challenge: how to deal effectively with all those unique personalities at the same time. It will be helpful to look at the qualities Jesus modeled and discover something of how
he did it.
As David McKenna writes in The
Jesus Model, "If Jesus developed the
stature of a whole and effective
human being, he . . . becomes a 'significant other' and deserves a following."
When we examine his life as a
human being, the first characteristic
we see is Jesus' spontaneity. He was
not tied to traditional ways of doing
things. He was not concerned with
impressing others. He washed the disciples' feet instead of having them
wash his, even though he was their
master. He struck up a forbidden conversation with a Samaritan woman at
a well. His close friendships included
several women, a shocking defiance
of the conventions of his day. He had
the ability to be spontaneous and at
ease in a variety of situations.
A second characteristic is Jesus'
respect for diversity. He demonstrated
his freedom from prejudice and jealousy. He surrounded himself with all
manner of people—respectable
women, "fallen" women, lepers,
detested tax collectors, rich men, poor
men, working men, indigent men.
He befriended Jews and Gentiles
alike, no matter their class, no matter
their background. He looked down on
no one, even to the point of dying on
a cross as a common criminal so that
there was literally nobody left in the
world whom he could look down
upon, even if he had wanted to. By

being "better" than no one, he modeled acceptance of us all.
Third, we can see Christ's sense of
humor and his ability to enjoy himself. His parables contained humorous
illustrations: a camel going through
the eye of a needle, tax collectors getting into heaven ahead of priests.
"By laughing at the pretense of
humanity," McKenna writes, "he was
laughing at himself." Jesus was a very
social man who enjoyed being in the
company of people so much throughout his life that his enemies accused
him of being a drunkard and a glutton
(Matthew 11:19). Until Jesus changed
the image, the pattern of social denial
chosen by John the Baptist had been
the standard by which religious devotion was judged.
Yet, through a fourth characteristic,
we discover Jesus' recognition of the
need for privacy, for solitude, for
opportunities to be by himself and see
his life from a contemplative perspective. This, too, must be a model
for full humanness since it was
important to Christ. The Gospel of
Mark, for example, records twelve
separate times when Jesus chose to
get away by himself.
Anne Morrow Lindbergh said of
solitude that "there is a quality to
being alone that is incredibly precious. Life rushes back into the void,
richer, more vivid, fuller than before
. . . you are whole again, complete
and round—more whole, even, than
before, when other people had pieces
of you" {Gift from the Sea). Jesus
modeled what she was talking about.
Jesus was creative. His inventiveness is a fifth characteristic. Nearly
everything he did spoke to his fascinating aptitude for coming up with
new ways of doing things. Why press
grapes when water can become wine?
Why pack sack lunches when two
fish and five loaves will feed thousands? Why live like a rich ruler
when there is simple joy in planing
wood in a carpenter's shop? Why tell
people who you are when you can let
them see it? There is no doubt that
Jesus' imagination was active and
delightful. Scripture is replete with
accounts of it.
Despite Jesus' creative approach

to problem solving, he respected life's
complexities and did not intimate
there are simple solutions to difficult
questions. This is a sixth characteristic he modeled throughout his life.
There are no neat categories for fitting this into. Life is not a matter of
following a set of prescribed rules—
this makes you right, that makes you
wrong. Peter, a beloved disciple,
crumpled under stress and denied he
even knew Jesus, much less that they
were friends. Peter, the Rock, was
weak and faithless. Yet Jesus reinstated Peter. It was not a situation that
could be viewed in simple black and
white terms: now you're good, now
you're bad. The parables Jesus told
further emphasized his profound
understanding of the complexities of
human behavior.
The parables illustrate a seventh
fascinating aspect of Jesus' human
character too; he was a marvelous storyteller. His goal for us was to learn
from the stories, of course, but that
did not lessen his enjoyment in their
telling. He seemed to delight in the
act of teaching as much as he looked
forward to its outcome.
By focusing on Christ when we
work with children, we can utilize the
resources of our "principal." He is the
backbone, the giver of energy and
sustainer of commitment, the role
model for role modeling. In fact, the
positive role modeling educators
bring to their task is a direct gift from
God. They owe that ability to no one
but God. Jesus acknowledged who it
was who gave him his abilities. It was
God. God provides this special perspective on people, and Christ
demonstrates how to use it.

Reprintedfrom Who Will Be My Teacher,
Marti Watson Garlett, 1985, Word, Inc.,
Dallas, Texas. Used by permission.
Evangelical Visitor

rTow can I interest my children
in reading when they would
rather watch television or play
video games?
by Reg Grant
If we really want our children to
digest the meat of Scripture and other
great literature, we must begin when
they are young to wean them off TV.
^
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Television influences our children's writing. One teacher quizzed a
group of college-bound high school
juniors and seniors on the Bible. The
quiz preceded a "Bible as Literature"
class he planned to teach at Newton
High School in Massachusetts, one
of the best public schools in the
nation. Among the most unusual
answers from his students were:
"Sodom and Gomorrah were
lovers" and "Jezebel was
Ahab's donkey."

Others thought the New Testament
Gospels were written by Matthew,
Mark, "Luther," and John; that Eve
was created "from an apple"; and that
Jesus was "baptized by Moses." The
answer that took the prize was given
by a fellow in the top five percent of
his graduating class who said
"Golgotha was the name of the giant
who slew the Apostle David."
The results of a 1985 study are disturbing. A press release by the
National Endowment for the
Humanities on October 8, 1985,
notes: "Preliminary findings indicate two thirds of
the seventeen-year-old
students tested could
not place the Civil
War in the correct
half century; a third
did not know the
Declaration of
Independence
was
signed
between 1750
and 1800; half
could not locate the
half century in
which the First World
War occurred; a third
did not know Columbus
sailed for the New World
before 1750; three-fourths
could not identify Walt
Whitman or Thoreau or E. E.
Cummings or Carl Sandburg.
And one-half of our high school
seniors did not recognize the

names of Winston Churchill or
Joseph Stalin."
What can you and I do to rescue
our children's minds? What can we
do to help them fall in love with good
reading? Here are a few practical suggestions:
Read yourself. What books are you
reading now? Do your kids ever see
you reading your Bible outside of
church? Do they ever see you reading
any other great books? The love of
reading is better caught than taught.
Children mimic us; our values
become theirs. If you value good lit-

action-packed stories with a strong
hero and an easily identifiable villain.
Great heroes inhabit Bible stories;
their lessons leap off the page when
the stories are read aloud with energy
and imagination.
Help your preschool children and
grandchildren get into an early reading habit by sitting down and reading
with them during the day. Ages one to
five can develop a habit pattern of
television watching and/or video
game playing in their pre-reading
years. This kind of preconditioning
instills a bias against reading simply
because watching
is easier than
reading, and playing video games
is more fun.
Watching is passive. So is there a
need for mindless
passive activity?
Marie
Winn,
author of The
Plug-In
Drug,
and Unplugging
the Plug-In Drug,
says "yes," but it
is a dark yes
indeed: "A lot of
life is a struggle
between the passive part of our
nature and the

'e who read leave our
"Hi

children more than a
desire to read themselves; we provide a
legacy of words and
images—memories laced
together in stories that
vibrate with power.
erature, if you are reading on your
own as a habit, then chances are pretty good your kids will become readers too.
Read to each other. Bedtime is
story time in our home. We have read
through C. S. Lewis's The Chronicles
ofNarnia twice now (my oldest is 8),
and The Dangerous Journey (a wonderfully illustrated adaptation of
Pilgrim's Progress for kids) at least
six times. And they ask questions
about the characters in our books. So
much of the great literature reaches
back to the Bible for illustration and
thematic development. One full chapter of Moby Dick, for example, is a
sermon! The main character is a
ship's captain named Ahab, and the
storyteller is Ishmael! Bible reading
time is usually after supper and
almost always highlights one of the
10

active part
It [television] seems to
fulfill a lot of negative needs—which
are still human needs."
Reading, on the other hand, is
active. Playing video games may
enhance fine motor skills, but it
doesn't enrich the mind or engage the
imagination the way a good book will
because games can't present the beauty of words on a page. And a joystick
can't even come close to mom's lap
and a hug and a warm human voice
reading out loud, just for them.
"Television is not the end of the
book," says Daniel Boorstin, former
Librarian of Congress. "The book has
great advantages: intimacy, forcibility, accessibility; its ability to reach
into tyrannic countries, and be hidden under mattresses."
Make books accessible. Keep
books in every room. Put a little

bookshelf in each child's room. If that
isn't practical, dedicate one shelf to
books for each child.
Cut back on your television consumption and increase your book consumption. Discover your own new
worlds between the pages of a great
book. Your kids will pick up the new
message fast—especially the teens.
The most important thing is for them
to see you reading and enjoying it.
Make weekly excursions to your
local library, kids in tow. Most public
libraries offer reading programs that
include prize incentives. Your kids
may start out reading for the prizes,
but before long they will discover the
real prize in the reading.
Take a look at some of the works
of Edmond Dulac {Arabian Nights,
The Faerie Queene, and many others), N. C. Wyeth (The Boy's King
Arthur, Robin Hood, and Treasure
Island are particularly nice), Arthur
Rackham (Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland; A Midsummer Night's
Dream; Rip Van Winkle), and Beatrix
Potter (the Peter Rabbit stories). The
more contemporary art of Maurice
Sendak (Where the Wild Things Are,
Dear Mili), Michael Hague (The
Hobbit; The Pilgrim's Progress;
Michael Hague's Favorite Hans
Christian Andersen Fairie Tales;
Mother Goose; Peter Pan; The
Velveteen Rabbit; The Wind in the
Willows), and Graham Rust (The
Secret Garden) offer visually rich and
often striking story portraits.
If you don't read, chances are your
child will find better (and ultimately
duller) things to do too. On the other
hand, a lover of great books can make
childhood incandescent. We who read
leave our children more than a desire
to read themselves; we provide a
legacy of words and images—memories laced together in stories that
vibrate with power.
•

Dr. Reg Grant is on the faculty of Dallas
Theological Seminary. He has co-authored a
recent book (with John Reed) entitled Telling
Stories to Touch the Heart (Victor).
Reprinted by permission of Kindred Spirit.
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First Corinthians 9
for teachers

by Mark Kroes

Although I serve in the capacity of
adult Bible class teacher and have
attained a certain level of maturity
and fruitfulness in my own Christian
experience, I am ever mindful of the
members of my class in an effort to
make the teaching relevant and as
meaningful as possible to the class as
a whole. As the teacher, I make
myself a slave to every class member
in order that as many as possible may
learn from and be nourished by the
Word of God. Not all can eat meat;
not all require milk. I determine in
my heart to offer both meat and milk,
so that all may eat and be filled.
To those who are in their young
adult years I must become as one in
his young adult years in order that the
teaching may speak directly to their
particular needs. I must understand
that this segment of the class is making very important decisions which
have lifelong ramifications. Therefore
I will endeavor to highlight principles from the lesson materials which
will assist them in determining the
mind of Christ for these decisions.
To those in their middle adult years
I must become as one who is in his
middle adult years (although I myself
have not reached my middle adult
years) in order that the teaching may
be applicable to the class members in
this group. I must be aware that these
people may be struggling with their
civic and social responsibilities, that
they may be dealing with a changing
relationship with their growing children (teenagers), that some may be
adjusting to an empty nest, or perhaps

The author is a student in Sandi Hannigan's Introduction to Christian Education
class at Emmanuel Bible College, Kitchener,
Ont.
January 1992

physiological changes within their
of experience with those of us who
are younger and/or less experienced.
own bodies. As I become one with
These people will also at some
them in their situation I will be a more
point have to deal with the loss of
effective tool for God to use in minloved ones. I must become as one
istering to their needs, questions, and
with these people in order that the
desires through the teaching ministry.
teaching in the class will minister to
To the older adults I must become
them in whatever needs they have at
as an older adult (although I am
this crucial point in their life.
myself still quite young) in order to
I have determined to become one
make the teaching in the class appliwith the members of my class that I
cable to this age group in the adult
might by all means accomplish the
Bible class. I must remember that this
ministry of teaching more effectively.
segment of the class has some very
unique needs as
a result of the
stage of life at
"Though I am free and belong to no man, I
which they are.
make myself a slave to everyone, to win as
The physical
changes one exmany as possible. To the Jews I became like a
periences can
Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I
have a profound
became like one under the law (though I
impact on the
myself am not under the law), so as to win
way they view
those under the law. To those not having the
the
circumlaw I became like one not having the law
stances in which
(though I am not free from God's law but am
they may find
under Christ's law), so as to win those not
themselves, both
having
the law. To the weak I became weak, to
inside the classwin the weak. I have become all things to all
room and out.
For many, this
men so that by all possible means I might save
period of life
some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel,
represents the
that I may share in its blessings."
beginning of
(1 Corinthians 9:19-23)
their golden
years of retirement, or as some
I do this not to achieve a "supermay feel, the end of their useful years.
teacher" status, nor to have students
The latter could trigger feelings of
beating down the door to get into my
uselessness or declining self-worth.
class, but for the sake of the gospel—
As the teacher I must seek to foster
the gospel which is as graciously
within these people, and in the class
bestowed on every member of my
as a whole, the attitude that by virtue
class as it is on me. I determine to do
of their experience and the longevity
these things so that I may share in the
of their relationship with the Lord,
blessings of this precious gospel. M
their input in the class is of immeasurable value. They must be encouraged to share from their vast wealth
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Church
plantingMiami
style
by John A. Byers
The Brethren in Christ took a new
step of faith during the summer of
1985. Pastor Eduardo Llanes, his
wife Jill, and daughters Raquel and
Julie moved into Kendall, Florida, a
suburb of Miami, to begin a hispanic
ministry. The story that follows is a
witness to God's grace and of how he
can bless our "cooperative ministry"
efforts to evangelize and start new
churches.
Eduardo Llanes, a pastor of a
Brethren in Christ congregation in
Cuba, came to the United States in
the early 1960s. In the early 1980s he
was completing graduate studies and
was open to further ministry with the
Brethren in Christ.
God was providing a way for us to
begin a hispanic ministry. The place
seemed to be Miami with a focus on
the Cuban population. Approximately
50 percent of Kendall's population

was Cuban. It is now above 80 percent.
The first Bible studies and services
were held in the Llanes home. Pastor
Llanes has a gift for evangelism and
readily invited people to the church
and to Christ. There was also a strong
emphasis on youth and by the end of
the first year, 40 people were attending. An unavoidable situation reduced
the group to half that size shortly after
the first year.
Undaunted, the pastor pressed forward. He secured a position as hispanic chaplain at the Baptist hospital. His excellent ministry not only
gave him new prospects, but also provided a meeting place. The hospital
graciously rented their 90-seat chapel
to the group for Sunday morning services. The chapel is easily accessible
to the public and has served the congregation well.
God has blessed the ministry in
Miami. Six years later there is a network of five congregations with
approximately 400 attending services
on any given Sunday. There is a ministry team of 10 persons, with each
group having a pastor and an associate. These pastors are either bivocational or are on very limited salaries.
Pastor Llanes continues to lead the
ministry at Kendall while supervising the other congregations, located in
West Hialeah (two), East Hialeah, and
Little Havana.

Evangelism Consultation
February 10-12, 1992
Kenbrook Bible Camp, Lebanon, Pa.
Workshops • Prayer Times • Quiet Moments
Resource person: Dr. Henry J. Schmidt
Evangelistic Church Growth Consultant
Goal: For every participant to identify
one area in evangelism where he or she
will take specific steps.
Sponsored by the
General Conference Board of Evangelism and Church Planting
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There are several explanations for
the effectiveness of these ministries.
The presence of the Holy Spirit is
quickly felt in the singing and preaching. It is evident that the people enjoy
the Lord and each other.
A daily radio program has resulted
in new contacts and persons coming
to Christ. Almost daily, at the end of
the broadcast, persons call for information, counsel, or help.
The youth ministry is strong. The
third Sunday in September of 1990,1
preached at Kendall via an interpreter.
That morning 137 people were present. The 37 standing in the back of the
chapel were between the ages of 15
and 25.
The congregations are open and
assimilate persons of other cultures. It
is encouraging to meet persons who
were at one time part of a Brethren in
Christ church in Venezuela, Nicaragua, or Cuba.
Cooperative Ministries dollars
continue to assist these ministries.
They, however, have a vision for
increased self-support and are effectively moving in that direction.
They have the right kind of problem—a need for larger meeting space.
One of the West Hialeah groups is at
capacity of 150. For some time the
Kendall group has defied the 80 percent capacity church growth principle. The cost of larger facilities challenges these dear people.
Soon after January 1, 1992,
Kendall will move into a new space
that will provide for some Sunday
school space and a worship of 150
people. The West Hialeah group is
still in search of a larger meeting
place.
The Miami ministries are a series
of lighthouses in a sin-darkened city.
They minister to the spiritual and the
physical. There is a very unusual
dynamic at work. This group has a
large corp of persons qualified to pastor a satellite congregation. The people without Christ are many. The need
is for resources to enable the messenger and the needy to encounter one
another.
•
John A. Byers provides administrative
leadership to the Board for Evangelism and
Church Planting.
Evangelical Visitor

Have you heard this fowl tale?
A group of birds decided to form a
church. They flocked to an organizational meeting, where the duck waddled to the front and said, "I think we
should require baptism by immersion.
It's the only way we can get their
pocketbooks wet."
"You spiritual quack!" crowed the
rooster. "It just may be water off a
duck's back to you, but some folks
don't like to get that deeply into religion. We should sprinkle."
"Well, I don't think baptism is such
a crucial issue anyway," squawked
the parrot. "What we need are good
programs." Others chirped their
approval, for almost everyone knows
a church can't grow without good
programs.
After the room quieted, the mockingbird echoed what had just been
said. "And I think the first program to
begin," he piped in his best Cliff
Barrows voice, "is a choir. We must
have a good choir. And don't forget
the organ."
"Organ shmorgan!" warbled the
thrush. "A piano is much better." The
Stuart Kelly pastors the Highland Park
Brethren in Christ Church in Dublin, Va.
January 1992

robin, however, didn't want any musical instruments, and the goose suggested they would do just as well to
eliminate the music altogether.
"That's easy for you to say," fumed
the lark. "Your singing sounds like
the honk of a rush hour driver. If you
had my marvelous voice you'd feel
differently."
The crow gave a caw for the floor.
"What we really need is a preacher
who's good with youth. I'm scared
that if we don't attract the youth the
other churches in town will get them
all."
"You're scared of everything," the
hen cackled, and everyone laughed.
The starling said he thought it most
important that the preacher be a good
mixer. The sparrow offered her opinion that if the preacher would lay off
sermons on sin and hell, almost anyone would do—as long as he was
popular among the townsfolk.
The woodpecker hammered away
at the need for impressive facilities,
while the wren—who was hoping to
be chosen as treasurer—argued for
holding onto their funds and building
up a nice nest egg. That led to a heated discussion over the budget, some
insisting that everyone who could

afford it should tithe and others suggesting they do away with collections
and just have faith.
More feathers were ruffled over
the issues of doctrine, organization,
military chaplaincy, and flags in the
sanctuary.
Finally the wise old owl rose,
smoothed his plumage, and began to
speak. He looked and sounded like
Winston Churchill. The room grew
very still.
"Brethren (and sistern), whooooo
are we kidding? All these things are
fine, but what we really need is sincerity. Yes sir, above all we must
always be sincere—even if we don't
mean it."
You can guess what happened.
That flighty bunch finally formed a
church, but it was for the birds.
Do you see any resemblance here
to the congregations you've been part
of? Ah, being the church. Life together. It's not always easy, is it?
As somebody once said, comparing the church to Noah's ark, "If it
weren't for the storm without, you
could never stand the smell within."
All of us can tell horror stories of
times when the church behaved like
continued on the next page
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the fine-feathered faithful in my tale.
When it performed more like a ragtag
band of misfits than God's mighty
army. When pettiness and pride poisoned the parish. When, instead of
reflecting Jesus, believers reflected
on him . . . badly. When the church's
spiritual power resembled an asthmatic wheeze more than a rushing
wind.
Yet we've also seen the opposite.
Feuds were defused, love flowed like
a river, communities were turned
right-side-up, and "hopeless cases"
became case studies in hope because
the church fulfilled its potential.
The New Testament writers—
those incurable optimists!—paint a
stunning portrait. They picture the
church as . . .
A chosen people.
The family of God.
A new community.
A holy priesthood.
An army of spiritual warriors.
A holy nation.
The body of Christ.
A temple for the Spirit.
Wow! Can this be true? Can the
Brethren in Christ Church be all that?
It can. We can. And we must if we
are to do God's work in this age.

Life together . . . accomplishing
things collectively that none of us
could achieve individually.
Life together... the Spirit molding
us into a team, fitting us together for
service like pieces of a jigsaw puzzle.
Life together . . . unity amid our
diversity; power amid our weakness;
wholeness amid our incompleteness;
grace amid our unworthiness.
"Our Life Together" . . . the theme
of this summer's General Conference.
More than a theme, I suspect. A call.
A mandate. In a culture where individualism and narcissism are worshiped, we're being beckoned to reaffirm and reinvest ourselves in
Christian community. The Spirit is
serenading us like Johnny One Note:
"One body . . . one Spirit. . . one
hope . . . one Lord . . . one faith . . .
one baptism... one God and Father."
Ephesians, the "owner's manual" for
the church, preaches the gospel of
togetherness over and over.
It tells us God intends to bring all
things in heaven and earth together
(Eph. 1:10). He has seated us together in heavenly places (2:6). Believers
are joined together to form a holy
temple in which God dwells (2:2122). The Gentiles are heirs together

The Journey into
the Unknown
.by Eugene Wingert
The Journey into the unknown may seem to some an
exciting venture, something one does for kicks, but thus it
appears only to fools. Little do they know of the true costs
to those who embark on this Journey, for the Journey into
the unknown has its price.
To the one who reaches beyond his grasp, who dares to
venture off the map into unknown territory, to that person
will come inevitable moments of confusion, frustration,
discouragement and fear.
Those who go off the map are asking for trouble. They
Eugene Wingert's essay grew out of a wilderness trip, part of which
took them to areas "off the map." Eugene is director ofKenbrook Bible
Camp, Lebanon, Pa.
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with Israel (3:6). The body of Christ,
joined and held together by every
supporting ligament, grows and
builds itself up (4: 16).
Get the picture? Living for Christ
isn't a solo but a symphony.
Christianity isn't an "I" but a "we."
We cannot allow division to rob us
of vision. We cannot afford for diversity to be spoiled by perversity.
If we're to experience genuine
togetherness, we will need to practice—not just preach—the best of our
doctrine. Servanthood. Humility.
Peacemaking. Sanctification. Forgiveness. Everything we're designed
for as God's people, from empowering worship to persuasive evangelism
to dynamic discipleship, rides on our
unity in Christ.
Can we in all our marvelous diversity as a denomination be welded
together as stained glass reflectors of
his light? Can we, with our very different sizes and shapes and colors, be
stitched together like a quilt to bring
warmth and beauty to a cold and drab
world?
The Spirit is calling his church to
"get it together." Anything less is for
the birds.

will know apparent failure, dead ends and false starts and
paths which lead in the wrong direction. They will experience feelings of insecurity, incompetence, and uselessness.
Tempted and tried, they will often desire to return to the
familiar and at times look in vain for clues from the old
maps.
These are all parts of the chosen path, necessary companions of the Journey into the unknown. But they are not
the only companions. To those who choose to "go boldly
where no man has gone before" there is the joy of discovery, the pleasure of accomplishment, the satisfaction of
knowing that one has brought to this challenge one's best
efforts and endured through frustrations, pain, hardships,
dead ends, setbacks and apparent failures until the goal
was reached.
These are they who do not follow the map. They make
the map!
And others who follow in their footsteps, released from
the burden of blazing that particular stretch of trail, are
free to extend in ever new directions, blazing their own trail
as they Journey into the unknown.
So is the Journey of Faith, for "by faith Abraham went
out not knowing whither he went."
•
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(general Conference Information
Helpful information about General Conference 1992
by Winnie Swalm, Convention Director
As winter will eventually pass and spring and summer
promise to draw near, General Conference 1992 will be upon us.
Now is the time to schedule this great event in your plans for the
summer.
We have worked closely with Conference Services at
McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, to obtain the
best possible arrangements at the best possible rates. McMaster
has been very generous in making many facilities inclusive at no
additional cost. However, we realize that rates and prices in
Canada will seem high to some of you. This is not alleviated by
our GST (goods and services tax) and PST (provincial sales
tax), which together amount to 12-15 percent in additional cost.
Nevertheless, we do enjoy many benefits and our various packages for lodging, accommodation, and parking offer many
options for you.
Because our registration form cannot (due to space shortage) provide all information which will be helpful to you, we use
this way of sharing it with you.
1. Registration Forms—Form A is your registration for
General Conference only. If you wish to attend the preConference event, "Bridge to the City" sponsored by the Board
for Brotherhood Concerns, you will need to register on the form
the BBC provides. However, accommodation and meals (including parking) for both General Conference and the preConference event should be reserved as you complete FormC
(which is mailed directly to McMaster University).
2. Registration Time—Registration is scheduled for Friday,
July 3, 2:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., and Saturday, July 4, from 8:00
a.m. to noon, in the Commons Building. Plan arrival times so
you can meet this schedule and give yourself time to orient
yourself to your housing and location of various Conference
activities. (We suggest you plan to arrive no later than 10:00 a.m.
Saturday.)
3. Air Travel—If traveling by Airways Transit (Form B)
from Toronto airport to McMaster and return, connections are
simple and direct. If flying into Buffalo, connections by Airways
Transit are possible, although not as direct (call the number provided on FormB for information). Allow two and a half hours
for connections in arrival and departure.
4. Parking—Those driving to campus will be charged a
parking deposit by the parking attendants at the kiosk at the
campus entrance. Those staying in residences will be reimbursed
and permits will be distributed during registration. Commuters
pay $7 per day for parking; $2 after 4:00 p.m. There is no charge
Friday after 4:30 p.m., Saturday, or Sunday. All vehicles must be
parked in Zone 1 (north of the tennis courts) and parking passes displayed on the dashboard.

5. Conference Phone Numbers and Addresses—You may
wish to leave a phone number and address where you can be contacted at McMaster University in case of emergency: Commons
Front Desk (416) 525-7144 and 525-7145 (7:00 a.m. to midnight); or Security (416) 525-4281 (after midnight).
Conference address: c/o Brethren in Christ Conference,
Commons Building, McMaster University, Hamilton, ONT,
Can.L8S4Kl.
6. Meal Packages—To keep Conference days scheduled
comfortably, we recommend you take advantage of the packages
offered by McMaster. The university cannot offer a "lodging
only" package due to the unpredictable response in sale of individual meal tickets and the limitations of food services. Please
note that the two-meals-a-day package includes breakfast and
lunch. Therefore a limited number of meal tickets will be available for those registered under Packages C and D at the same
price as commuter tickets. The concession booth at McMaster is
intended for snacks only.
Our information services will provide names and locations of
area restaurants for commuters and those registered for a twomeal-a-day package.
7. Other accommodations—Commuters who wish to stay in
motels and/or campsites may call the following:
Motels
Admiral Inn
Journey's End
Holiday Inn
Maple Farms Motel

(416) 529-2311
(416) 560-4500
(800) 668-4200
(416) 528-3451
(416) 648-4466

Campsites
Arrowhead Park
Knights Dunmark Park
Lawson Park

(416) 628-6213
(416) 648-3355
(416) 659-3395

8. Currency Exchange—Because Canadian currency is very
available, we are requesting those entering Canada to care for
this before arrival at General Conference.
The best rate of exchange will likely be at your own bank.
However, all trust companies and banks from Fort Erie to
Hamilton will be glad to assist you. In addition, there is a currency exchange depot on the Queen Elizabeth Highway at the
approach to the Skyway Bridge at St. Catherines. You will find
that many Canadian businesses will accept U.S. currency; however, because you will not likely get the best rate of exchange,
you probably will want to obtain Canadian currency beforehand.
We are hopeful that you will deal with this as well as the

You may wish to clip pages 15-16 (or make a photocopy) and save for future reference.
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exchange back to U.S. currency as you depart from Conference,
in order to minimize the task for General Conference staff. We
will be prepared to exchange small amounts only, if necessary,
and we will be able to give locations and directions to nearby
banks.
9. Additional Programs—A program for youth is being
planned, as well as care and programming for all children, to
coincide with the business sessions of Conference.
10. Display and exhibit space—Requests should be sent to
Winnie Swalm, Box 103, Duntroon, ONT Canada LOM 1H0.
Please suggest the footage of table space required, whether elec-

trical outlets are necessary, the name of the board or institution,
the contact person, address, and phone number. Rental rate for
an eight-foot space is $30 for the duration of Conference, plus an
extra charge for electrical outlets. With confirmation of your
request, we will invoice you for the total rental cost.
11. Customs and Immigration—American visitors crossing
the border (in either direction) may be asked to prove citizenship
with such documents as a passport or a birth or baptismal certificate. Naturalized U.S. citizens should carry a naturalization
certificate. Permanent U.S. residents who are not citizens are
advised to carry their Alien Registration Receipt Card.

Key to Campus Map
O Conference Parking
© Commons Building
Registration
Dining
© Residence—Brandon Hall
Dormitory
Children's Activities
0 Residence—Woodstock Hall
Dormitory
Children's Activities
© Residence—Hedden Hall
Dormitory
Youth Activities
© Ivor Wynn Centre-Burridge
Auditorium
Main Sessions
General Secretary's Office
Information
Bookstore
Concession Stand
Exhibits
Infirmary

Directions to
McMaster University
From Buffalo and Niagara Falls
1. Travel northwest on Queen Elizabeth Way.
2. Proceed on Q.E.W. via the Burlington Skyway as if going to Toronto.
3. About three miles past the skyway, bear left on Highway
403.
4. Follow Highway 403 toward Hamilton (note directions in
the next column).

Whether coming from Toronto, Niagara Falls, London, or
Detroit, proceed south on Highway 403, just west of the Hamilton Harbour.
1. Take the Main Street West exit.
2. Proceed about 3 blocks on Main Street West.
From Detroit and London
3. Turnrighton Haddon Avenue.
1. Travel east on Highway 401.
4. Proceed 3 blocks to Sterling Street and turn left.
2. Take south exit of Highway 6.
3. Proceed south on Highway 6 for 17 miles.
5. Proceed to the University gate.
4. Take Highway 403 toward Hamilton (note directions in the
6. Turnrightand proceed to Commons Building for registranext column).
tion. (Parking lot is nearby.)
From Toronto
When you leave
1. Travel southwest on Queen Elizabeth Way.
Due to one-way streets,
2. As Q.E.W. bears left to Niagara Falls, you keeprighton
1. Take Sterling Street to Dalewood.
Highway 403.
2. Right on Dalewood to Main Street.
3. Follow Highway 403 toward Hamilton (note directions in
the next column).
3. Left on Main Street and follow signs to 403 East.
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Welcome to the One Hundred Twelfth

Brethren in Christ

General Conference

Saturday, July 4,1992,1:00p.m. to Thursday, July 9, 3:00 p.m.
McMaster University
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada
GENERAL INFORMATION
1. All persons attending General Conference will need to submit
Registration FORM A. This applies regardless of where or with
whom persons plan to stay. This also applies to those who will
be staying in their own homes.
2. FORMB will need to be submitted to AIRWAYS TRANSIT
if transportation is required to and from Toronto Airport and
McMaster. Please note phone number to arrange transportation
to and from Buffalo Airport and McMaster.
3. After carefully considering the options, submit FORM C

directly to McMaster University for accommodation and meals.
Parking is included in this (permits will be distributed at checkin time).
4. Please note: FORM A needs to be completed by each person
attending. Make copies as necessary. FORMS B and £ need to
be filled out by family.
5. Deadline: All forms need to be submitted by June 5. 1992. or
earlier if possible, with accompanying payment.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION
FORMA
Item 7: Registration fee (age 18 and over) required for everyone
attending day sessions is $25 (Cdn) $22.50 (US), or $9 (Cdn) $8
(US) per day, whichever is less. Youth 12 and over please pay
$35 (Cdn) $32.50 (US) to cover youth program expenses.
Submit fee with FORMA.
Item 8: The completion of FORM A is your official registration
as a voting member.
Item 17: Persons who are not Canadian citizens are advised to
check medical and health coverage and purchase short term
coverage as necessary.

FORMB
Item 9: Daily commuters to Conference see FORM C: "Commuter Meal Tickets." See also "Additional Conference Information" on pages 15-16 of the January 1992 Evangelical Visitor
for parking fees.
FORMC
Those attending the pre-Conference "Bridge to the City" sponsored by the Board for Brotherhood Concerns, please register for
lodging and meals on FORM C.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
You may need more information. See the Evangelical Visitor article "Helpful Information about General Conference 1992," on
pages 15-16 of the January 1992 issue. Or you may call Winnie Swalm, Convention Director, phone (705) 445-6825, or write to her
at Box 103, Duntroon, Ontario, Canada LOM 1H0.

FORM A—REGISTRATION FOR 1992 GENERAL CONFERENCE
Each individual attending Conference needs to complete and submit this form by June 5, 1992. (Make copies as necessary.)
1. Name
9.
I will be commuting to Conference sessions. (See Item
First Name
Middle Initial
Last Name
9 of "Specific Information" one page 1.)
2. Address
10.
I will be staying on campus. (Complete FORM C.)
Number and Street
Town/City
11.
I will be eating meals on campus. (Complete FORM C.)
Province/State
Country
Postal Code
12.
I have chosen:
Home Phone (_
Pre-Conference Package
_)
Package _ A _ B _ C _ D (Complete FORM C.)
If under 18, please give: age_
13. Planned date of arrival at Conference
.
name of parent(s)
14.
Approximate
time
of
arrival:
I plan to attend
. days of General Conference.
a.m.
p.m. (See "Additional
I am enclosing my registration fee, made payable to
Information" in the January Visitor, pp. 15-16.)
GENERAL CONFERENCE (See Item 7 of "Specific Infor15.
I will be travelling by car. (See "Additional Information" on page 1.)
mation" in the January Visitor, pp. 15-16.)
8. (If you are not a Member of Conference, go to Item 9.)
I will be travelling by air. (See Air Transit FORM B.)
The completion of FORM A is your official registration as 16.
I require accommodation with easy access for handicap
a voting member. Check at least one of the following to 17.
qualify:
or health reason. Comments:
I am a delegate elected by my congregation. (An alternate
should not register to vote unless he/she replaces a dele- 18.
I have "Outside U.S.A." health and medical coverage.
gate.)
19. Comments or other requests:
I am a pastor.
I am an active minister serving as
.
I am a deacon.
I am a General Conference board member or administrative director.
I am requesting voting privileges as a retired person (over When all parts of FORM A are complete, submit it with
20 years of denominational service) or one of the persons your registration payment to:
approved by the Board for World Missions.
Darlene Arnott, General Conference Registrar
I am a regional conference secretary.
4 High Street
I am serving on the General Conference clerical staff.
Collingwood, ONT Canada L9Y 3J6
(See Manual of Doctrine and Government, p. 22, Article I, Section 2B, or contact
the General Secretary.)

(Allow 2 weeks for U.S.-to-Canada mail delivery.)

FORM B—REGISTRATION FOR AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION
"The Conference Connection"—AIRWAYS TRANSIT
Advance Booking—Convention Rate
$21.50 (Cdn) per person one way (includes GST)
Terminal I
Air Mexico
Alitalia
BWIA
Comair
Delta

Eastern
KLM
Nationaire
Northwest
Odyssey

Pem Air
United
Worldways

Proceed to "Ground Transportation
Booth" Arrivals Area C, Arrivals
level (next to Customs Hall.)

Terminal 2
Air Canada
Air France
Air Jamaica
Air Ontario

When you advise in advance of your arrival in Toronto,
you are guaranteed Door-to-Door personal service.

JAT
LOT
U.S. Air

Proceed to "Airways Transit Booth"
Arrivals Area E, Arrivals level (next
to Ground Transportation Booth.)

Send to: AIRWAYS TRANSIT
31DundasSt. East
Hamilton, ONT Canada L9J 1B1
Phone: (416) 689-4460 FAX: (416) 689-5556
Name
Destination.
No. in party.
Address
Conference: Brethren in Christ General Conference
McMaster University

Terminal 3
American Airlines
British Airways
Canadian
Lufthansa
Swiss Air
Proceed to "Ground Transportation
Booth " Arrivals level.

Cut here
TORONTO
ARRIVAL
DEPARTURE
Day/Date
Time
Flight No.
Airline
From
To
ATTENTION: Transportation from Buffalo is available.
Buffalo passengers, please call the above for rates and information before sending in application.

FORM C—UNIVERSITY ACCOMMODATION And/Or MEALS
On-campus accommodation in one of McMaster's air conditioned residences is available to all delegates. These residences
feature single and twin-bedded rooms with centralized washroom facilities. Those interested are asked to complete and return
the "Residence Accommodation" form below, with FULL PAYMENT to McMaster University Conference Services by
Friday, June S, 1992. Only those requests accompanied by full payment will be confirmed. Refunds will be granted if written
notice of cancellation has been received by Conference Services, up to 12:00 noon on Monday, June 29. Cancellations after
Friday, June 19, should be made by phone, then followed up in writing. Cancellations are subject to a $10 administrative fee.
Those driving to McMaster should enter the campus on the east side, via Sterling Street. From Monday to Friday, a deposit
will be charged by the parking attendants at the kiosk at the entrance to the campus. Those staying in residence will be
reimbursed at the Housing Registration Desk for the parking charge and issued a parking pass valid for the duration of their
stay. All vehicles must be parked in Zone 1 and have parking passes displayed on the dashboard.

APPLICATION FORM
Name
Family Name

Address.

Number

Given Name
Street

City

Postal Code/ZIP Code

Province/State

. Telephone (

Country

).

Area Code

Please indicate the following:
Additional Names

Sex

Room Type
Single / Double

Roommate

Please attach a list of any additional names and their roommates.

DESCRIPTION OF PACKAGES (Listed on the Next Page; Per Person)
Pre-Conference Package
Accommodation on Thursday, July 2, plus hot breakfast, cold lunch, and hot dinner on Friday, July 3.

General Conference Packages
Package A (Full Meals—Arrival Friday, July 3)

Package C (Two Meals—Arrival Friday, July 3)

Accommodation Friday, July 3, through Wednesday, July 8,
plus hot breakfasts, cold lunches, and hot dinners from
breakfast on Saturday, July 4, to lunch Thursday, July 9.

Accommodation Friday, July 3, through Wednesday, July 8,
plus hot breakfasts and cold lunches from breakfast on
Saturday, July 4, to lunch Thursday, July 9.

Package B (Full Meals—Arrival Saturday, July 4) Package D (Two Meals—Arrival Saturday, July 4)
Accommodation Saturday, July 4, through Wednesday, July
8, plus hot breakfasts, cold lunches, and hot dinners from
lunch on Saturday, July 4, to lunch Thursday, July 9.

Accommodation Saturday, July 4, through Wednesday, July
8, plus hot breakfasts and cold lunches from lunch on
Saturday, July 4, to lunch Thursday, July 9.

Please note:
• Family means parents and their own children; two rooms, four beds.
• The asterisk (*) on the next page represents a child who brings his/her own sleeping bag and stays in his/her parents' fullyoccupied room.
• All package rates, except those marked with an asterisk, include the accommodation and meals indicated, bed linens, towels,
face cloths, water glass, soap, and parking.
• All package rates include applicable taxes (7% GST and 5% PST).
C continues on the other side
FORM

i

:

i

P R E - C O N F E R E N C E P A C K A G E (See other side for description)
Single occupancy
Double occupancy

# of people x $ 57.47 (Cdn) or $ 52.25 (US)
# of people x $ 51.42 (Cdn) or $ 46.75 (US)

$_
$_

GENERAL CONFERENCE PACKAGES
Package A (see other side for
Single occupancy
Double occupancy
Family occupancy
Child 11-18
Child 5-10
Child 0-4

description)
_# of people x $333.00 (Cdn) or $302.73 (US)
_
_# of people x $296.70 (Cdn) or $269.73 (US)
_
_# of people x $268.80 (Cdn) or $244.36 (US)
_
_# of people x $142.80 (Cdn) or $129.82 (US)
_# of people x $ 69.70 (Cdn) or $ 63.36 (US)
_# of people x $ 0.00 (Cdn) or $ 0.00 (US)

Package B (see other side for
Single occupancy
Double occupancy
Family occupancy
Child 11-18
Child 5-10
Child 0-4

description)

Package C (see other side for
Single occupancy
Double occupancy
Family occupancy
Child 11-18
Child 5-10
Child 0-4

description)

Package D (see other side for
Single occupancy
Double occupancy
Family occupancy
Child 11-18
Child 5-10
Child 0-4

description)

.# of people x $295.40 (Cdn) or $268.55 (US)
# of people x $265.17 (Cdn) or $241.06 (US)
.# of people x $241.93 (Cdn) or $219.94 (US)
# of people x $136.93 (Cdn) or $124.48 (US)
.# of people x $ 67.00 (Cdn) or $ 60.91 (US)
# of people x $ 0.00 (Cdn) or $ 0.00 (US)

$_
$_
$_
$_
$_
$_

# of people x $273.90 (Cdn) or $249.00 (US)
.# of people x $237.62 (Cdn) or $216.02 (US)
# of people x $209.73 (Cdn) or $190.66 (US)
# of people x $ 83.73 (Cdn) or $ 76.12 (US)
# of people x $ 39.42 (Cdn) or $ 35.84 (US)
# of people x $ 0.00 (Cdn) or $ 0.00 (US)

$_
$_
$_
$_
$_

# of people x $236.33 (Cdn) or $214.85 (US)
# of people x $206.09 (Cdn) or $187.35 (US)
# of people x $182.85 (Cdn) or $166.23 (US)
# of people x $ 77.85 (Cdn) or $ 70.77 (US)
# of people x $ 36.70 (Cdn) or $ 33.36 (US)
.# of people x $ 0.00 (Cdn) or $ 0.00 (US)

$_
$_
$_
$_
$.

COMMUTER MEAL TICKETS (valid for duration of Conference)
.# of tickets x $ 6.04 (Cdn) or $
Adult Hot Breakfast
_#
of tickets x $ 8.29 (Cdn) or $
Adult Cold Lunch
_# of tickets x $ 12.13 (Cdn) or $
Adult Hot Dinner
_# of tickets x $ 2.72 (Cdn) or $
Child (5-10) Hot Breakfast
_# of tickets x $ 3.85 (Cdn) or $
Child (5-10) Cold Lunch
_# of tickets x $ 6.22 (Cdn) or $
Child (5-10) Hot Dinner

5.49 (US)
7.54 (US)
11.03 (US)
2.47 (US)
3.50 (US)
5.65 (US)

Total Enclosed
Please circle
one:

VISA
MASTERCARD
CHEQUE (Payable to McMaster University)

Card Number:
Signature of Card Holder:

Expiry Date:

$_
$_
$_
$_
$_
$_

$_
$_
$_
$_
$_
$_
=

Please return FORM C (with payment) to:
McMaster University
Conference Services
Commons Building
1280 Main Street, West
Hamilton, Ontario
Canada L8S 4K1
Attn: Brethren in Christ

$.
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ave you ever felt like a pingpong ball going back and
forth between two sides?
Some aspects of missionary life, like
going back and forth between two
cultures, can be likened to a pingpong game. Whether pinging on the
field or ponging in the home country,
the missionary lives two cultures
simultaneously.
A missionary on furlough often
thinks about the field assignment and
would love to share about life in the
midst of the ping-pong game. But
sometimes, people don't know how to
jump into the game and ask questions.
Consider the following situations I
have been in recently after returning
from my missionary assignment overseas.
Suddenly I am in a circle with
friends and relatives I haven't seen in
a few years. "Did you like it over
there?" "Yes, I did. . ." and within
seconds the topic changes from the
mission field in Thailand to the football scores of America. "Yes, I did"
echoes in my mind, but the topic
switches again over to someone's new
car, and then someone's new dress.
"Yes, I did. . ." How do past tense
memories and alive visions compete
for conversation time with football
and materialism?
Memories fade as so few friends
search beyond the "Yes, I did" to
understand the vision of overseas
ministry. The essence of my heart
seems run over by a society on the
move. Pictures and memorabilia gather dust as people seem uninterested in
asking about the richness of life's
experiences. Then we catch ourselves
in hot topics like the latest flavor of
designer coffees. . . . And somehow
the returned missionary is expected
to fit in. My heart is elsewhere.
"But, God," I cry out, "I want to
talk about missions overseas, and the
witnessing here among family,
friends, and neighbors who don't
know you." Nope, they want to chat
about the fancies here. Chat, chat,
chat. "But, God," I cry out, "Who will
talk about how you are at work in the
world? Thank you for my handful of
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by Shirley Johnson
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like-minded friends, but how do I
share hearts with people who value
football scores and fancies more than
heart-to-heart fellowship?"
Another relative joins our circle.
"Shirley, what's it like to be back to
civilization?" Civilization is what I
left back in Thailand, is what comes
to mind. I think about remote controls and couch potatoes here, the
higher church budgets for flowers
than for hunger banks, china closets
overstuffed with Princess House
glassware, a family's third car that is
out of gas, golf tournaments on
Sundays which are valued more than
church, a $1.5 million life center
scheduled to be built by a local
church, and missionary friends forced
to return home because of missions
budget deficits . . . and I wonder what
kind of civilization I am back to.

S

o, what do you say and what
don't you say to a returning
missionary who struggles both
with fitting back and not fitting back
into North American society? Let me
share some recently asked questions
and my inner struggles with them.
I've tried to give a few alternatives.
My advice is make sure you want to
hear the answer before you ask the
question.

1. Aren't you glad to be home?
Even though missionaries may feel
like saying "no," they realize the
other person doesn't want that
answer. Some missionaries feel they
left "home" overseas and America is
no longer their home. Their heart may

enjoy furlough in America, but may
also wish they were back overseas.
Where's home?
Alternative: How's it going being
back home?
2. Are you adjusted yet?
Again, the inquirer wants to hear
"yes," but the adjustments take more
time than people may realize.
Missionaries often struggle with both
trying to fit in and realizing the traps
of fitting into this culture, such as
materialism. Reentry shock and reentry stress are very real but often not
understood.
Alternatives: What kind of difficulties do you have in adjusting back?
Can I help with anything?
3. Are you experiencing culture
shock?
As stated above, this is very real.
When I answered "yes" the person
who asked just smiled. People often
don't want to hear about the things
that cause the missionary stress.
Alternative: How can I pray for
some of your adjustments back?
4. Aren't you glad to be back to
civilization?
I don't know how many times I
have been asked this question.
Overseas cultures are civilized.
Modern technology can lead to abuse
as well as "civilization." Think about
what you mean by civilization. If it is
culture, all countries have unique and
interesting cultures.
Alternatives: What were some
17

unique things about their culture?
What were some things in their culture that you struggled with? What's
it like to go back and forth between
two cultures?
5. You're not going back, are
you?
It is hard enough to hear this question from people with no vision for
sharing Christ with those who have
never heard. But, it is even harder to
hear this question from Christians.
Alternative: What kind of plans are
ahead for you?
6. When are you going to settle
down?
This is probably one of my most
frustrating questions to answer. One
doesn't have to be married with two
children, a dog, a cat, a new house,
two cars, and many possessions to be
settled down. A single (or a couple)
can be settled down overseas as well
as in North America. Settling
involves an attitude, not a geographical location. Even a life of traveling
can be "settled down" for many.
Alternative: Do you think you may
return to North America to live?

7. Why do you have to go so far
away?
Yes, I realize I am far in the distance, but if I communicate with the
family and friends back home, the
distance is minimized. Air transportation, telephones, and other communication devices minimize distance. A missionary may feel, "but if
I don't go, who will?" I can understand it is difficult on both sides to
be separated, but one needs to go
where called or sent.
Alternative: Just don't ask. Or ask,
how has it been to communicate with
your family back home?
8. Don't you miss your family?
Again, realize that the struggle is
on both sides. Missionaries often feel
they have close friends/family overseas. It is also difficult to be away
from them while in North America.
Alternative: Tell me about some of
your friends/family overseas.
9. So, how many converts did
you make?
It is never easy to say none. This is
often a struggle for the missionary.
God does not measure our effective-

Core Courses
The Board for Ministry and Doctrine announces the following schedule of
Core Courses for those involved in ministerial credentialing in the Brethren
in Christ Church, Personal Study Program enrollees, seminary students, and
for other interested persons:

1992
March 17-19
Brethren in Christ Polity-R. Donald Shafer; Grantham, Pa.
June 1-3
Theology of the Church-Luke L. Keefer, Jr.; Ashland, Ohio
June 4-6
Theology of Salvation-Luke L. Keefer, Jr.; Ashland, Ohio
June 29-Julv 3
Brethren in Christ History-E. Morris Sider; Wainfleet, Ont.

ness in numbers of converts. He looks
at our growing relationship with him
and our faithfulness.
Alternative: How receptive are
people to the gospel over there?
10. Do you think it was worth
the church's money to send you
there?
I don't think the pastor asking this
question understood the value of
overseas missions. His point was in
looking at the converts-to-dollars
ratio. Yes, we need to be accountable
with finances, but God does not measure worth by the number of converts.
Many in North America do not realize that tentmakers earn salaries and
sometimes not only support themselves, but support others as well.
Alternative: How does our church
financially support missionaries and
tentmakers?
Why did I write this article anyway? It is not meant as a complaint
session that accidently got published.
I am sincerely sharing some questions
which people asked me in recent
months and the struggles that I had
with them. Perhaps you can relate to
such struggles. Missionaries aren't
boring people who burden others by
telling hours of "native" stories, but
are people whose hearts are burdened
with sharing the gospel with others.
We want to increase your awareness
of world missions as well as be
encouraged by how you are sharing
the gospel with those around you. My
desire is that you thoughtfully consider what questions you ask, or if
you don't ask questions, why not?
Sports and other topics are fine to
enjoy and talk about, but if they captivate your interest so that you don't
have the time or interest to share
Christ's love with those around you
and to hear how others share Christ's
love, then please reconsider the nature
of your walk with God.
•

Courses Projected for 1993
Theology of the Church-Luke L Keefer, Jr. (Pacific Conf.)
Theology of Salvation-Luke L. Keefer, Jr. (Pacific Conf.)
Brethren in Christ History-E. Morris Sider (Midwest Conf.)
Brethren in Christ Polity-R. Donald Shafer (Canadian Conf.)
Theology of Salvation-Luke L. Keefer, Jr. (Atlantic Conf.)
Further information may be requested from your pastor, or contact the Board for
Ministry and Doctrine; 1301 Niagara Parkway; Fort Erie, Ont., Canada L2A 5M4.
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Shirley Johnson recently returned to North
America from serving the Lord in Bangkok,
Thailand.
Evangelical Visitor

Work teams step out,
build church in Cagua
by Kevin Oberholtzer
"Break new ground in your life, and in
your Christian service." This challenge,
offered in a simple brochure promoting
Brethren in Christ work teams, was
accepted by 103 individuals from over
40 North American congregations in
1991. The result was a new church for the
Cagua, Venezuela, Brethren in Christ
congregation and a life-changing experience for many.
Construction began in late February
and the new facility, a combination
church and kinder or preschool, will be
dedicated February 8-9, 1992. The onestory structure will provide a large sanctuary and classrooms and is designed to
accommodate a second floor at a later
date. The Caguan congregation had met
since its inception six years ago in the
carport attached to Pastor Alvin Book's
home.
The building site had been set aside by
Caguan officials for a kinder to serve the
surrounding residential area. It was then
donated to the church by the city on the
condition that a dual-purpose structure
be built.
The volunteers from six states and one
Canadian province were organized into
12 work teams ranging in size from 5 to
15 members. Each worker spent two
weeks in Venezuela and was responsible
for transportation, food, and lodging
costs.
Six members of the Cross Roads congregation, Mount Joy, Pa., were financially supported by a "Stretch-a-Dollar"
campaign, organized by the church's missions committee which distributed $225
to members. They were given one month
to make their dollars grow. Car washes,
homegrown sweet corn, handcrafted hair
ribbons, oil changes, and many other creative ideas raised $3,400. Several other
congregations and individuals supported
the project financially through special
offerings and fundraising events.
Although many of the volunteers used
vacation time to make the trip, little time
January 1992

was spent relaxing. Nearly all the construction was done by hand and the work
was difficult. The work team brochure
promised that "your work will produce
results that last forever." In Venezuela,
buildings may not last that long, but they
are designed to withstand earthquakes.
As one worker recalled, "Venezuelan
builders use reinforced concrete like we
use wood."
A major task was hand digging 21
holes, six feet deep and up to seven feet
square in the dry, hard, clay-like soil.
Each hole became a concrete column,
anchored to footings and interconnected
with reinforced concrete beams located
just below the reinforced concrete floor.
Erecting interior and exterior walls meant
laying six-inch concrete block and the
reinforced steel cages used throughout
the building were assembled by hand.
Church-wide prayer for the project
was in evidence throughout. The ninemonth project was completed without the
benefit of a Venezuelan general contractor to oversee the work and ensure that
the Spanish blueprints and local building
practices were followed. Rather, a foreman was chosen from each team and
Pastor Book provided continuity. Some
mistakes were made, but these were overcome and work continued.
Ken Heisey reported, "I will remember most how 13 of us worked together
for two weeks. We were united and did
whatever was needed. Everyone just
pitched in."
For Ruth Wolgemuth, 72, pitching in
meant rising at 5:00 a.m. to begin breakfast for the work crew. She termed the
experience a "working vacation" and
admitted she spent most of her time in
the kitchen. Ruth joined her husband,
Lester, on the trip, one of several volunteer service opportunities they have
accepted in recent years, including two
months at the Navajo Mission.
For many of the workers, however,
this was their first cross-cultural and vol-

untary service experience. Phil Keefer,
who coordinated the work teams, said,
"Providing such an opportunity to North
Americans was a significant factor in
choosing to build the Caguan church in
this manner. For many, it was a stretching
experience that required stepping out of
their comfort zone."
"I'll never be the same again," was a
common response of work team members, according to Keefer.
Milt Byers said, "It was a rich experience, something I would do again." He
and others were impressed by the warmth
and friendliness of the Venezuelan people. Several church families invited the
workers to their homes for dinner. Others
brought meals to the Books' home for
the work crews and took refreshments to
the work site. A June letter from the
Books reported that "a bond is being
formed between brethren of different cultures and languages."
In spite of a language barrier, work
team members felt united in spirit with
the Caguan brothers and sisters as they
worshipped, worked, and ate together.
The enthusiasm and love for the Lord,
demonstrated by the Caguan church in
spite of financial hardships, and their
expressions of gratitude were strong
impressions carried home by the workers.
Several members of the Caguan
church expressed their appreciation in letters to the North American church. "We
have been blessed by the Lord with the
presence and strength of the brethren
from North America," wrote Rosa
Jameson. From Ismeli de Ramos, "Cagua
is a town like many others which are
found in Venezuela. That which is important is that the Lord is here also and that
you have come to serve him."
•

Kevin Oberholtzer is a CPA and attends
the Cross Roads congregation, Pa., with his
wife Faithe and daughter Carolyn.
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od at work, in our world
God leads his children
Fannie Longenecker—Sikalongo Bible
Institute, Zambia
Last April, returning from Malawi
through Zambia, I was asked to stay and
teach for three terms at Sikalongo Bible
Institute. For two weeks I struggled with
the decision. Then, with the approval of
Brethren in Christ World Mission administrators, I agreed to stay. In a number of
ways God has confirmed to me that this
was the right decision, and I thank him
for the privilege of being here. This, too,
is home.
Soon after I began teaching, a student
I had taught in 1989, now in his fourth
year, wanted to talk. He was considering
quitting the course, but after a time of
talking and praying together he decided
to stay. He has come to talk a few times
since that day, and each time there is
progress in his walk with God. Now he is
sure God wants him in the ministry. One
day he fell in step with me as I came from
the classroom. He wanted to commit his
life fully to the Lord and be filled with the
Holy Spirit. What a joy to lead him!
Our pastor one day asked to talk with
me about some problems he had. He was
being physically oppressed by a demonic power, and strange things were happening in his house. The children were
very fearful and would not enter the
house if their parents were outside. I
questioned him and his wife closely and
felt that these incidents were indeed
demonic. I do not care to come against
these powers alone, so the pastor named
four men who could help us pray. Lois
Jean Sider, my housemate, the four
Zambians, and I met three evenings to
pray. (How I thank God for men who
pray as these do!) Then we arranged to go
to the pastor's house at a time when the
children were absent. First the pastor was
delivered, and then the house was
cleansed. We praise God for the power of
Jesus' name and his blood! Since that day
the family has slept well through the
night, something they had not been able
to do for a long time. Now we regularly
meet in their home twice a week for
prayer for them, for the church, for
revival, and for people with spiritual and
physical needs. I believe our pastor is
experiencing a freedom he has not had
in years. We praise God!
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And now during the holidays I should
like to get out to a few villages I had been
wanting to visit again sometime. As I had
prayed for them in my cottage at Messiah
Village, I had longed for an opportunity
to visit again and pray with them. Now
that I have that opportunity, please pray
that I shall not fail God in this kind of
ministry.

our church group there are people from
Poland, Nigeria, Angola, Ghana, Liberia,
Ethiopia, Zaire, the Dominican Republic,
the United States and Spain. We also
have good contact with people from
Bulgaria, Russia, Cuba, Iran, and Mexico.
Ministry opportunities in Spain have
never been better, but we desperately
need workers.

God brings peoples

Beginning to walk

Linwood K. Berry—Madrid, Spain
(Lin and Sara Berry are missionaries
with another organization, good friends
of Bruce and Merly Bundy.)
There is a flood of immigration into
Europe at this time. A recent issue of the
newspaper El Sol reported that there are
approximately 20 million immigrants and
refugees in Western Europe. This approaches 5 percent of the total population of the European Economic Community. Some countries have as much as
8 percent of their populations made up
of refugees.
Currently, Spain is the easiest nation
to enter. People are coming here from all
parts of the world: Eastern Europe,
Africa, the Middle East and, of course,
South America. Spain is also the primary
recipient of refugees from the Sahara
Desert nations. (France has declared war
on immigrants and is deporting nearly all
who go there as fast as they arrive.)
Officially, there are 400,000 Muslims
in Spain; counting illegal immigrants,
that number could easily be a million.
The figure is growing. We have contact
with an increasing number of Muslims
and would very much welcome an evangelistic effort toward reaching them. In
September we began weekly Spanish
classes for new arrivals from other language groups. The Red Cross has said
they will recognize us as an official language school and will begin referring
immigrants to us. There is no shortage of
contacts, only of qualified people to work
with and evangelize them.
As for other groups, there are between
one-half and one million African immigrants in Spain. In Madrid there are
10,000 Poles (3,000 in our own neighborhood). Recently many people have
been arriving from Peru and Bulgaria. In

Peter Guinther—Choma Secondary
School, Zambia
Kennedy, one of my grade 11 students, asked me one afternoon as we
walked around the school, "What happened to Judas Iscariot? Did he go to hell
because he betrayed Christ, even though
that had been prophesied?"
I did my best to answer his question
according to what I knew of the case. But
then I asked him a more relevant question: "What about Kennedy? Where will
he go when his life is over?"
He had a harder time answering my
question than I had with his. He excused
himself by saying that he came from a
different church from mine, that he came
from a family where he was taught different beliefs from mine, beliefs that
could not be changed. I tried to convince
him that his beliefs could be changed if
he wanted them to change. But my arguments seemed in vain.
The first week of this school term
found Kennedy standing outside my
classroom door one afternoon. As I finished teaching my last class of the day
and the students had filed out the door,
Kennedy eagerly came in and told me
through a smile, "I have truly repented,
sir!" I could tell from the joy on his face
that what he said was true.
I asked him when he had made this
decision and whose preaching had convinced him to do so. He replied that during the holiday he had started thinking
about his life and had realized that his
sins were taking him nowhere but down.
He thought about all he had heard preachers preach, and, under the conviction of
the Holy Spirit, he repented on his own
accord. Now he is anxious to join a discipleship group and learn more.
•
Evangelical Visitor

Qlwrck/\jews
Allegheny Conference
Proceeds from the third annual Miracle
Dinner Nov. 18 at the Abundant Life church,
Uniontown, Pa., went toward eliminating the
debt on the parsonage and toward the Shawntel
Silbaugh liver transplant fund. • On Nov. 10
Lane Hostetter spoke during the morning and
evening worship hours of the Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., about stewardship.
William Dick also examined "The State of Your
Will." • The Chambersburg, Pa., church had
renewal services Nov. 17-20 with Doug Sider.
Maggie Hawbaker, Barb Summers, and Lynn
Gibble shared on coping with adversity at the
Nov. 26 LIFT meeting. • The youth of the
Fairview Ave. congregation, Waynesboro, Pa.,
participated in the worship service and helped
serve the meal Nov. 28 at Hagerstown Union
Rescue Mission.
On the evening of Nov. 17 the youth of the
Five Forks church, Waynesboro, Pa., presented
"The Race Is On" with music and an original
skit. • On Nov. 3 Ed Rickman spoke to the
Green Spring church, Newville, Pa., on
finances. The Good Samaritan Class had a
hoagie sale Nov. 14,15. • The Hollowell church,
Waynesboro, viewed the film "Caught" on Nov.
10. The youth had an overnighter Nov. 22 with
bowling, games, pizza, and spiritual enrichment.
• The Iron Springs church, Fairfield, Pa., had
Dec. 1-4 services with Charlie B. Byers. They
featured a mini-concert by Len Dick and the
Gospel Brass Band. • The Martinsburg, Pa.,
church had the video series "Turn Your Heart
Toward Home" from Nov. 20-24. • Larry
Strouse and others are filling the pulpit of the
Mowersville church, Newburg, Pa., during the
recovery of Rev. Berry from a stroke.
John and Lucille Graybill gave a missions
challenge in a recent morning service of the Mt
Rock congregation, Shippensburg, Pa., and a
slide presentation after an evening Japanese
meal. • During a Nov. 10 emphasis at the New
Guilford church, Chambersburg, Pa., on healthy
marriage, Pastor Vemo spoke on "God Can Help
Your Marriage" and three members gave testimonies on their own'marriages. A 24-hour
prayer chain was held on Dec. 5. • Bible Clubs
for grades 1-3 began on Nov. 6 at the South
Mountain Chapel church, Shippensburg. •
Nov. 17 was Children and Youth Sunday at the
Van Lear church, Williamsport, Md., with
speaker David Swacina from Cedar Ridge
Ministries.

Atlantic Conference
On Nov. 2 the Conoy church, Elizabethtown,
Pa., hosted an Atlantic Conference evangelism
and goals training seminar with speakers Fannie
Bowman, Warren Hoffman, Mark Garis, Harold
Chubb, Helen Johns, and John Weaver. • The
Sunshine Band Christmas project at the Cross
Roads church, Mount Joy, Pa., was participation
in the Angel Tree Project of Prison Fellowship.
The Thanksgiving project was providing Bibles
for Russia through Gideons Int'l. • The
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Elizabethtown church hosted the Atlantic
Conference Songfest on Nov. 17 which included
a special offering for Kenbrook Bible Camp. •
The Fairland church youth group, Cleona, Pa.,
had a fundraiser that "made cents"—a competition between males and females to see who gave
the most pennies toward future activities and the
child sponsored through World Missions.
The Fellowship Chapel congregation,
Bronx, N.Y., participated Nov. 9 in a "Slaying
the Giants" conference at a nearby church which
dealt with promiscuity, life-controlling problems,
and illiteracy. The church received seven new
members on Nov. 24. • The Free Grace congregation, Millersburg, Pa., had a Nov. 23
Thanksgiving banquet with the Morley Family
Handbell Choir. • Paul and Ethel Bigham, charter members of the Harrisburg, Pa., congregation, celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary
with a reception
at the church.
They served the
church for many
years as Sunday
school teachers
and trustees; he
as deacon; she
as organist.
On Nov. 10 the Hummclstown, Pa., congregation previewed the 1992 Spiritual Adventure:
"The Family God Wants Us to Be: Your
Prescription for Healthier Church Relationships."
• Martha Lockwood has become Director of
Youth at the Lancaster, Pa., church. Marlene
Gentzler and Lillian Valentin de Forry were
speakers at a Nov. 17 evening program on
domestic violence. • The Messiah College
Singers were in concert Nov. 17 at the Manor
church, Mountville, Pa. A third worship service
at 8:00 a.m. was added beginning Dec. 1. Brian
Funk is the new Director of Christian Education,
following Esther Snyder who retired on Jan. 1. •
Eugene Heidler led renewal services Nov. 1-3 at
the Mastersonville church, Manheim, Pa. The
Senior Adult Class visited residents of the Mount
Hope Dunkard Brethren Home on Nov. 8.
On Oct. 27 Mr. and Mrs. Martin Spickler
were recognized at the Maytown, Pa., church
for 34 years of service as deacon couple. David
and Alice Lauver recently showed slides of their
Venezuela mission trip. • The council of the
Millers ville, Pa., church voted to start land
preparation for their new building. • The victory message for the building campaign of the Mt
Pleasant church, Mount Joy, Pa., was preached
Nov. 24 by Ed Rickman. • Four persons recently received baptism into the New Covenant
church, Quakertown, Pa. • The Palmyra, Pa.,
church had a Nov. 10 missions conference with
Carol Geiger, John and Lucille Graybill, and
Donald and Rebecca Shenk. • The Pequea congregation, Lancaster, Pa., enjoyed a Nov. 3 fellowship meal with speakers Jim and Letha Zook
from the Bronx. The church received 16 new
members and had 8 baptisms on Nov. 17.

Pastor Brubaker of the Refton, Pa., congregation has resigned effective Mar. 15 to serve
with the Zambian church. Lee Nunemaker was
installed as youth minister on Nov. 10. • The
Silverdale, Pa., church had a Christian education
workers breakfast on Nov. 17 with speaker Dan
Houck who also delivered the worship message.
• Bob and Carol Geiger spoke in the Nov. 3
morning service of the Skyline View church,
Harrisburg, Pa. • Four leaders and four youth of
the Souderton, Pa., church participated Nov. 2
in a workday at Kenbrook Bible Camp with
youth from the Elizabethtown church. • On
Nov. 10 the Stowe, Pa., congregation enjoyed
music ministry from members of the Perkiomen
Valley congregation, Collegeville, Pa. • The
Summit View church, New Holland, Pa., had a
secret friends mystery dinner on Nov. 10.

Canadian Conference
Two persons were baptized Nov. 10 at the
Bridlewood church, Agincourt, Ont. On Nov.
3, the congregation celebrated its 28th anniversary with an offering of over $10,000 to upgrade
the church windows. • The Pioneer Girls of the
Covenant church, Penetanguishene, Ont., had a
Christmas bazaar bake sale on Nov. 21. The
church has begun progressive euchre and movie
clubs. • On Nov. 17 the Delisle, Sask., congregation enjoyed a service by a group from
Bethany Bible Institute. On Nov. 10 Mark
Sorrell, on deputation with Team Ventures
International, led the morning service. • The
Falls View congregation, Niagara Falls, Ont.,
had an old-fashioned Brethren in Christ meeting,
complete with rivel soup. On Nov. 24 Bruno
Baerg spoke on MCC activities in Ontario.
Because of growth, the Kindersley, Sask.,
congregation held its Christmas banquet in the
United Church hall. • A music group from
Caronport High School shared in the Nov. 24
morning service of the Massey Place church,
Saskatoon, Sask. A vote was scheduled for Dec.
8 on relocation and purchase of land. • The
North East Community congregation, Calgary,
Alb., reported an average attendance through
October 1991 of 95. The congregation had a
Dec. 7 hayride with skating and a sing-along. •
The Oak Ridges, Ont., church hosted a Nov.
29-30 church leadership seminar for pastors, deacons, and board members. • On Nov. 10 Irene
Good presented the work of MCC to the
Orchard Creek fellowship, St. Catharines, Ont.
The growing congregation celebrated its first
anniversary with speaker Harvey Sider and
music by Faith Otwell. On Nov. 12 the fellowship hosted a concert at Holiday Inn by Christie
Latta and The Workmen Quartette.
Gordon and Susie Gilmore spoke Nov. 3 at
the missions conference of the Port Colborne,
Ont., congregation. David niman spoke at a Nov.
11 Christian education celebration banquet. •
The Rosebank congregation, Petersburg, Ont.,
had renewal meetings Nov. 4-6 with Dwayne
Potteiger. Marvin Cober shared Nov. 10 about
his two years of VS with MCC at Akron, Pa. •
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John and Lucille Graybill, home from Japan,
spoke Nov. 24 to the Sherkston, Ont., congregation. Sent to Timber Bay Children's Home
recently were 141 items totalling $435. • Four
were baptized Nov. 3 at the Springvale, Ont.,
church. Renewal services with Dwayne Potteiger
were Nov. 6-10.
Brian and Angela Richardson led deeper life
services Nov. 22-24 at the Stayner, Ont., church
with emphasis on marriage and family issues.
The Nov. 10 message by Bob Leadley to the
Upper Oaks congregation, Oakville, Ont., was
"Perception is Reality." The congregation held a
discussion on a land proposal on Nov. 24. • The
Wainfleet, Ont., congregation had missions services Nov. 1-3 with Eileen Sherk, Jay and Judy
Smith, and Gordon and Susie Gilmore. A dedication service was held Nov. 25 for church
improvements: an elevator, handicap ramps, new
kitchen, Christian education rooms, pastor's and
secretary's offices. • On Nov. 10 Nan Cressman
from MCC presented two seminars for the
Westheights congregation, Kitchener, Ont.:
"Problem Solving and Negotiating in the
Church" and "Personal Styles of Conflict
Management."

Central Conference
Guest minister Dec. 1 at the Amherst church,
Massillon, Ohio, was Doug McConnaughay
from Ravenna. • Craft items from the church in
Bogota, Colombia, were sold after the Ashland,
Ohio, church's Thanksgiving dinner. Proceeds
went toward the new building in Bogota. •
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(Phil. 3:14)

Pastor Bedsaul Agee of the Bethel church,
Merrill, Mich., conducted fall revival meetings at
Dayton Mission, Ohio, and Rolling Acres,
McMinnville, Tenn. • The Beulah Chapel congregation, Springfield, Ohio, had a Nov. 27
offering for Harvest for Life, the world relief
commission of NAE. • The Christian Union
church, Garrett, Ind., took a Nov. 24 offering
for a new copier. Jack McClane, Board for
World Missions, spoke on Dec. 1.
On Dec. 1 the Fairview congregation,
Englewood, Ohio, celebrated Rozella Heir's 90th
birthday. She is the widow of Ohmer Herr, longtime pastor of the church. • Sixty attended the
Nov. 17 harvest dinner of the Lake view church,
Goodrich, Mich., with music by the Libertymen
Quartet. • Stephen Ndlovu was speaker for a
joint communion and footwashing service
recently hosted by the Nappanee, Ind., congregation. Ndlovus were honored before their departure at a Dec. 1 fellowship meal with a quilt
made by the women of the church. • The Peace
Chapel congregation, Ravenna, Ohio, collected
canned goods for Christian Cupboard recently. A
Hanging of the Greens service was Dec. 1 with
decorating and singing.
On Dec. 20 the Phoneton church, Tipp City,
Ohio, enjoyed caroling and an open house at the
pastor's home. • On Nov. 8-9 the Pleasant Hill,
Ohio, congregation had their Third World Crafts
Bazaar in conjunction with a youth bake sale.
The church hosted a community conference on
aging on Nov. 14. • The Sippo Valley church,
Massillon, Ohio, recently installed new carpet. •
The Union Grove church, New Paris, Ind., hosted the Central Conference BCL meeting Nov. 22
and 23.

Midwest Conference
On Nov. 24 the Abilene, Kan., church hosted a Thanksgiving fellowship meal community
night. • The Mound Park congregation, Dallas
Center, Iowa, held an appreciation dinner on
Dec. 7 for all Sunday school teachers, assistants,
and spouses. • A Nov. 17 visit by Marion Heisey
to the Navajo Chapel, Bloomfield, N.M., was
postposed until Dec. 1 because of heavy snow.
Heisey brought a proposal for assisting in a
counseling ministry. • Average attendance at
the Oklahoma City, Okla., church was 69 in
worship for October 1991. • Nov. 24 was Invite
a Friend Sunday at the Rosebank church, Hope,
Kan., with their annual Thanksgiving dinner. •
The Zion church, Abilene, Kan., hosted the Nov.
7 Kansas Church Growth Dinner. On Nov. 24
Myron Lady shared about his Central America
trip.

Pacific Conference
On Nov. 15 the Women's Night Out at the
Chino, Calif., church was a candy-making
demonstration. The congregation hosted the Dec.
1 annual advent sing with other Brethren in
Christ churches. • The Moreno, Calif., Pioneer
Clubs had a skating party on Nov. 20. A
Thanksgiving love feast was Nov. 23. • On Nov.
17, Pastor Saunders of the Pacific Highway
church, Salem, Ore., recognized students and
school employees as part of Nov. 17-23
American Education Week, presenting bookmarks courtesy of the Christian Education Board.
• Stephanie Markley gave a piano concert Nov.
10 for the Upland, Calif., church. On the

Correspondents: Be aware that all newsworthy events should be highlighted in the bulletins and newsletters you send. Stack the open
bulletins with the most recent date on the bottom,
staple them, and mail. They should arrive in our
office by the first day of the month. Please do not
send bulletin inserts which do not pertain to the
events in your congregation. (They are of no use
to us and may cost you extra postage.)
evening of Nov. 3 Pastor Winger preached on
"Some unique Brethren in Christ doctrines."

Southeast Conference
The Campbellsville, Ky., congregation had
revival meetings withh Timothy Lewis Nov. 810. • The 20s and 30s class of the Community
Bible church, Sarasota, Fla., sponsored a fall
festival Nov. 3 with hayrides, bonfire, caramel
apples, and games. • The Holden Park congregation, Orlando, Fla., planned a youth campout
for Nov. 22-23 at Moss Park. • October was
Forward Campaign Month at the Pomeroy
Chapel church, Smithville, Tenn., including four
special theme Sundays, singing by the Calvary
Trio, and revival services with Paul Taylor. •
Merris Stambaugh led a study of Sanctity of Life
beginning Nov. 10 for the Winchester, Va., congregation.

Susquehanna Conference
The Big Valley church, Belleville, Pa., hosted a general church priorities seminar Nov. 23. A
commissioning service was held Nov. 27 for the
Mike Westover family, leaving to pastor the
Eight Square Chapel congregation (Allegheny
Conference). • Ray Seilhamer, President of
Evangelical School of Theology, spoke in the
Nov. 10 morning service of the Carlisle, Pa.,
church on renewal and growth, and in the
evening on time management. Nov. 6-9 was the
annual SELFHELP Crafts of the World sale. •
The Cedar Grove church, Mifflintown, Pa.,
hosted Steve and Annie Chapman in concert
Nov. 2 at East Juniata High School. Seven persons were baptized Nov. 24. • On Nov. 1-2 the
church board and spouses of the Cedar Heights
church, Mill Hall, Pa., were in retreat to analyze
worship, changes in church life, outreach ministries, and vision planning.
Nov. 3 was the last of a series of Sunday
night sessions at the Colyer church, Centre Hali,
Pa., on the beliefs and doctrines of the Brethren
in Christ. The church profited $380 from providing food at a local sale. • The Cumberland
Valley church, Dillsburg, Pa., hosted the community Thanksgiving service with music by the
Methodist handbell choir. The youth attended a
Petra concert on Nov. 17. • The Messiah College
Singers provided music in the Nov. 17 morning
service at the Dillsburg church. The evening
service was a talent night with a display of crafts,
hobbies, and other talents. • The November
Bible story of the month at the Grantham, Pa.,
church was Moses. Books, videos, and tapes
were available in the library. On Nov. 17 the 5th
and 6th grade Club girls did a presentation on
Moses in the evening service.
Ed Rickman, Director of Stewardship, U.S.,
met with the Jemison Valley church board on
Nov. 12. Peter Guinther spoke about his misEvangelical Visitor

sion in Zambia on Dec. 1. • Pastor and Lois
Hock of the Marsh Creek church, Howard, Pa.,
attended a Christian Holiness Association
Christmas dinner on Nov. 21. • A Nov. 9-10
missions conference at the Mechanicsburg, Pa.,
church included: "Hannah," a drama directed by
Millie Imboden; speaker Steve Shenk; and a
dramatic reading, "Tearing Down Strongholds."
• On Nov. 24 the Messiah Village church,
Mechanicsburg, enjoyed a Bibles display of new
and old, different languages and family histories. The Arion Quartet (Ruth Garman, Laura
Hoffman, Grace Lady, and Fay Wittlinger) who
sang at Messiah College 1935-38 are now all
living at Messiah Village and presented the Nov.
17 music for worship.
The Redland Valley congregation, York
Haven, Pa., hosted a Nov. 8-10 couples' retreat
at Sylvan View Retreat Center with Drs. David
and Joyce Leaman. John and Lucille Graybill
spoke in the Nov. 17 evening service. • The
Wesley church, Mt. Holly Springs, Pa., recently
had a men's fellowship breakfast with Dan
Mikesell, pastor of Carlisle Evangelical Christian
Church as speaker. • As thanks and farewell for
their ministry at the West Shore church,
Mechanicsburg, Pa., the congregation gave
Pastor and Mrs. Sollenberger a money tree,
tablecloth, and napkins. On Nov. 10 Phil Keefer,
and Maurice and Norma Horst spoke about the
work in Cagua.

For The Record
Births
Baublitz: William Ralph m, Nov. 3; William
and Glenda (Hann) Baublitz, Cumberland Valley
congregation, Pa.
Bragunier: Jordan Lee, Nov. 11; Lee and
Janice (Plank) Bragunier, Fairview Ave. congregation, Pa.
Cunningham: Nicholas James, Nov. 8,
1991; R. James and Sonya (Miller) Cunningham,
Free Grace congregation, Pa.
Edwards: Aubrey Michelle, Nov. 22; Jack
and Cheryl (Goins) Edwards, Upland congregation, Calif.
Franck: Jordan Matthew, Nov. 14, 1991;
Ivan and Carol (Schneider) Franck, Stayner congregation, Ont.
Goddard: Tyler James, Nov. 20; Jeff and
Trina Goddard, Skyline View congregation, Pa.
Harris: Megan Elizabeth, Oct. 27; Mark and
Denise (Breneman) Harris, Manor congregation,
Pa.
Heisey: Carey Beth, Nov. 9, 1991; Stuart
and Doris (Saylor) Heisey, Macha Mission,
Zambia.
Hogg: Richard Andrew, Oct. 25; Larry and
Laura (Routley) Hogg, Heise Hill congregation,
Ont.
Kehs: Eric Mitchell, Oct. 1; Robert and Kay
(Hosteller) Kehs, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Lewis: Devan Janine, Nov. 13, 1991; Greg
and Carolyn (Lupoid) Lewis, Pequea congregation, Pa.
Light: Courtney Lin, Nov. 7,1991; Dale and
Terri Light, Fairland congregation, Pa.
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Lindsay: Tyler Justin, Nov. 9; Allen and
Diana (Tasker) Lindsay, Silverdale congregation, Pa.
Lough: Brent Jonathan, Oct. 28; Gordon and
Betty (Wohlgemut) Lough, Kindersley congregation, Sask.
Metzler: Donald Ross, Nov. 21; Dennis and
Eunice (Stauffer) Metzler, Cross Roads congregation, Pa.
Purves: David Christian, Nov. 11; Alec and

Carol Joy Purves, Westheights congregation,
Ont.
Seay: Hannah Rose, Nov. 15; Mike and
Linda Seay, Fairview Ave. congregation, Pa.
Seidel: Benjamin Joseph, Nov. 3; Larry and
Marie Seidel, Fairview Ave. congregation, Pa.
Smith: Brianna Erin, Nov. 13; Steve and
Nancy Smith, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Stahl: Molly Elizabeth, Oct. 18; Jim and Deb
(Bennett) Stahl, Harrisburg congregation, Pa.

E.V. Timelines^
100 Years Ago
Jan. 1,1892 issue—"Many parents, nominally Christians, entrust to the pastor and the Sunday-school teacher exclusively the moral and religious training of
their boys and girls. They feel that their responsibility is at an end when their children are present at the Sunday-school."
"Of all the emblems He [Christ] adopted, there are only three which were considered of such vital importance that He ordained them to be observed in His
church for all time to come . . . baptism, washing the saints' feet and the Lord's
supper"—Joshua Groff, Sippo, Ohio

75 Years Ago
Jan. 8, 1917 issue—" 'As goes Pennsylvania so goes the Union,' was, past
years, a pretty safe forecast as to the result of the presidential election... . But
in some things that pertain to the moral and material wellbeing of the people
Pennsylvania is woefully behind. This is notably true as regards the intoxicating
drink problem."
"Of Jerusalem it is said that at present it is a sad and startling spectacle of war,
that it is simply 'overrun by Turks and arrogant German soldiers.' "
"A very interesting series of meetings were held at the Newburn church
[Kan.].... four souls saw their need of a deeper work of grace and went out to
be sanctified."

50 Years Ago
Jan. 5, 1942 issue—in an editorial by V.L. Stump: "As the years slip by, all
grow old rapidly, and yet, this should matter but little; because it is not the frost
really that strips the tree of its foliage, it is rather the normal ripening of that leaf,
which has left behind it all the potentialities of a new foliage when spring
comes."
William Hoke reported, "On Dec. 8, 1941, the United States of America
experienced her first 'blackout' in the present World War. The people in San
Francisco were not expecting i t . . . . " He went on to make spiritual applications.

25 Years Ago
Jan. 2,1967 issue—J.N. Hostetter observed, "The first month in our modern
calendar derives its name from Janus, the two faced Roman god.... the famous
Ianus geminus faced east and west.. .forward and backward. This is the month
we look forward and backward."
In an article "False Doctrine Wrecks a Congregation," E.J. Swalm reflected
on the encroachment of Russelism (Jehovah's Witnesses) on the Sippo Valley
church, Ohio, in the 1890s.
"A committee of the Allegheny Conference is studying the possibility of
restoring the Ringgold Church at Ringgold, Md. This fine old brick church . ..
was built in 1871."

10 Years Ago
Jan. 25, 1982 issue—in the Readers Respond column, Earl E. Herr asks:
"Does the Bible say the church must have equal representation of both men and
women in the administrative and supportive structures" of the church?
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Our
loudest
testimony
by John Rudy

been known to say that I like money. But I hope I don't love money. Or
Iusehave
become enslaved by money. Or become intoxicated by money. But you and I can
money to carry out the will of God.
Money is something like drugs. It can be useful or it can be harmful. Money can
affect our spiritual fitness. It all depends on what we do with it, or what it does to
us. We can use money for good. To help our families. To create jobs. To support the
work of the church. To proclaim the gospel. Or we can crave money. Hoard it.
Misuse its power. Squander it on selfish indulgences. Then money is injurious to our
spiritual health.
My good friend Milo Kauffman put it this way: "Money can be a true friend or
a vicious enemy. Money can be a faithful servant or a cruel master. Money can be
a great blessing or a terrible curse. No wonder our Lord had so much to say about
money and possessions."
Jesus talked a lot about money. Here are some of the things he said:
1. We cannot serve both God and money (Matt. 6:24).
2. We are to deposit our savings in heavenly bank accounts (Matt. 6:19-20).
3. We are to be faithful stewards of what God credits to our accounts (Matt.
25:14-30).
4. We can become possessed by our possessions (Mark 10:17-31).
5. Our giving is to be sacrificial (Mark 12:41-44).
6. He accepts and commends lavish and extravagant gifts (Mark 14:3-9).
7. People are more important than property (Luke 8:32-39).
8. We are to use our money to help others (Luke 10:25-37).
9. We are to guard ourselves against all kinds of greed (Luke 12:13-21).
10. He welcomes us back even when we fall (Luke 15:11-24).
11. People who live in luxury and neglect the poor go to hell (Luke 16:19-31).
12. Riches do not bring us joy and satisfaction (Luke 19:1-10).
Our money talks. The way we use it and spend it says something about our priorities. It articulates our theology. It discloses our commitment. It reveals our values. It may be shouting our loudest testimonies.
What is our money saying to the world?
Reprinted with permission o/The Marketplace, a publication of Mennonite Economic
Development Associates [MEDA].

Why I am participating in the faith
promise program

Cooperative Ministries

by Martha E. Byers

Receipts—Year to Date
January 1 - November 30,1991
1991

1990

Proportionate and
Designated
2.414.930 2.332.577
Congregational 2,286,862 2,143,633
Individual
128,068
188,944
Direct Giving
Congregational
Individual
Total to Date

447.995
217,814
230,181

412.019
241,871
170,148

2.862.925 2.744.596

Total Budget
3.835.885 3.749,096
Received to Date
74.63%
73.20%
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I received the faith promise material from the Brethren in Christ
Cooperative Ministries, but it sat
around for weeks. While I wasn't sure
my budget could afford an increase in
giving, at the same time I didn't feel
right about simply discarding the information. I hesitated to make any commitment, because my already substantial mortgage payment was rising,
equalling a larger percentage of my
monthly take-home pay. Neither did we
get a cost of living raise at work this
year.

Then I actually read the pamphlets
and saw that the emphasis was placed
on God providing the additional funds,
instead of a must pay contract on my
part. Also, several articles from the
Visitor and Therefore magazines
involved persons from Africa and
Central America who gave sacrificially.
I realized my responsibility to tithe
must be proportionately higher, because
I probably have greater financial
resources. Furthermore, the financial
giving example of my parents, and the
teaching of Ron Sider in his book Rich
Christians in a Hungry World also challenged me to increase my giving.
While I believe I have done the right
thing for now, I'll have to rely on God's
guidance for the future, as circumstances change. But that's the whole
point, isn't it?
•

Evangelical Visitor

Teklu: Robel Eyob, Nov. 18; Eyob and Jira
(Iman) Teklu, Manor congregation, Pa.
Trout: Kaitlyn Amy, Nov. 15, 1991; David
and Lynette (Lefever) Trout, Pequea congregation, Pa.
Wendling: Erin Rae, Oct. 18; Fred and
Lauretta (Mylin) Wendling, Harrisburg congregation, Pa.
Wise: Benjamin Jacob, Oct. 30; Ron and
Cheryl (McKee) Wise, New Guilford congregation, Pa.
Xayamounghoun: Daluck, Sept. 30;
Soulysak and Khamkhong Xayamounghoun,
Kindersley congregation, Sask.

Weddings
Brumbaugh - Sprenkle: Renee Lynne,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sprenkle, Sr.,
Waynesboro, Pa., and Lester Leroy JJI, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Brumbaugh, Jr., Altoona,
Pa., Oct. 5,1991, at Fairview Avenue Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Rodney White officiating.
Deiter - VanCleve: Coleen VanCleve,
daughter of Susan Mace, New Providence, Pa.,
and Kevin, son of Donald and Joyce Deiter,
Lancaster, Pa., Sept. 14, 1991, at Calvary
Church, with Rev. David Allen officiating.
Ensminger - Miller: Lori Dee, daughter of
Melchor and Edith Miller, Greencastle, Pa., and
Michael Allen, son of Charles Ensminger and
Janice Ensminger, Greencastle, Sept. 21,1991, at
Antrim Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Wilbur W. Benner officiating.
Fraser - Crumb: Joanne Elizabeth, daughter
of James and Emma Crumb, Wainfleet, Ont.,
and David Edmund, son of Edmund and
Margaret Fraser, Mississauga, Ont., Sept. 7,
1991, at Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. David Gifford and Rev. Bill Johnston
officiating.
Gillespie - Saltans: Margaret Sallans,
Petersburg, Ont., and Keith Gillespie, Paris, Ont.,
Oct. 11, 1991, at home with Rev. James Cober
officiating.
Hess - Heatwole: Yvonne Lynette, daughter
of Marvin and Ella Heatwole, Lancaster, Pa.,
and Donald Lorin, son of Glenn and RoseMary
Hess, Washington Boro, Pa., Nov. 16, 1991, at
Pequea Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Omer E. King officiating.
Huber - Cober: Audrey Cober, Petersburg,
Ont., and Tony Huber, Kitchener, Ont., Oct. 11,
1991, at home with Rev. James Cober officiating.
Lochbaum - Baer: Effie Lorraine, daughter
of Ronald and Mary Baer, Bethel, Pa., and Kevin
Michael, son of Bernard and Linda Lochbaum,
McKnightstown, Pa., Oct. 12,1991, at Grantham
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Vern
Bosserman and Rev. Preston Parthemer officiating.
McGuire - Simmons: Rebecca J. Simmons,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Wiggins,
Sarasota, Fla., and Robert P., son of Mr. and
Mrs. C. Phillip McGuire, Sarasota, Sept. 21,
1991, at Community Bible Chapel with Rev.
Larry Woomert officiating.
Miller - Heisey: Jan Lynette, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Heisey, Rexville, N.Y., and
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Hendrik J.K., son of Rev. and Mrs. Harry Miller,
Orlando, Fla., Nov. 23, at Jemison Valley
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Kurt Heisey
and Rev. Harry Miller officiating.
Musser - Rexroth: Alice Mae, daughter of
Stanley and Martha Rexroth, Shippensburg, Pa.,
and Brian Jay, son of Joseph and Doris Musser,
Newburg, Pa., Oct. 19,1991, at Air Hill Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Stanley Rexroth and
Rev. Carl Bert officiating.
Royer - Swope: Betty Swope and Wayne
Royer, Oct. 26, at Pleasant View Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Marvin R. Keller officiating.
Sider - Vachon: Renee, daughter of Guy and
Elaine Vachon, Wainfleet, Ont., and Lloyd
Richard, son of Stanley and Mabel Sider,
Wainfleet, Sept. 14,1991, at Wainfleet Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Robert J. Rolston
officiating.
Winger - Sheffer: Ruth Ann, daughter of
Leslie and Lorraine Sheffer, Stayner, Ont., and
Lee Christian, son of Bruce and Delores Winger,
Kitchener, Ont., Nov. 9, 1991, at Stayner
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. George
Sheffer and Rev. Darrell Winger officiating.
Younkins - Peters: Nancy Carrol Peters and
Gary Wayne Younkins, Oct. 26, 1991, at Air
Hill Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Gerald
Wingert officiating.

Obituaries
Brubaker: John C. Brubaker, born July 16,
1900, son of Christian M. and Fannie Weaver
Brubaker, died Nov. 26,1991. He was preceded
in death by 10 days by his wife, Mary (see
below). Surviving are a son, J. Richard; a grandson; three brothers, Harry F., Lester H., and Roy
A.; and two sisters, Mabel Brubaker, and Mae
Denlinger. John and Mary were the oldest members of the Lancaster, Pa., congregation. He was
a self-employed farmer who operated a produce
stand at Central Market for 50 years. He was
also well known for his ability to find underground water streams. The funeral was held at
the Richard A. Sheetz Funeral Home with Rev.
James Ernst officiating. Interment was in
Rohrerstown Mennonite Cemetery.
Brubaker: Mae D. Brubaker, born Dec. 3,
1919, daughter of Joseph D. and Rachel S.
Detweiler Garis, died Nov. 11. Preceding her
were a sister and 3 brothers. Surviving are her
husband, James M. Brubaker; 2 daughters, Joan
M. Heister and Marilyn J. Erbig; 2 sons, James
and John; 10 grandchildren; and 2 sisters,
Florence D. Eshelman and Esther D. Shelly. Mr.
and Mrs. Brubaker owned and operated the
Century Gospel Film Co. from their home. Mae
was the film librarian and had been recognized
with a Gold Award of Excellence for 1991 from
the Christian Visual Media International
Association. She was a member of the
Souderton, Pa., congregation where she was
president of the sewing circle, taught Sunday
school, and worked on the kitchen committee
for many years. She was an auxiliary member of
the Gideons since 1970. The funeral was held at
the Souderton church with Rev. Kevin Ryan officiating. Interment was in the Silverdale church
cemetery.

Brubaker: Mary Brubaker, born Jan. 31,
1900, daughter of Benjamin M. and Mary
Kendig Herr Harnish, died Nov. 17, 1991.
Surviving at the time were her now late husband
John C. Brubaker; a son, J. Richard; a sister,
Grace Snavely; and a grandson. Mary and John
had observed their 69th wedding anniversary on
Nov. 16. She was a member of the Lancaster,
Pa., congregation. The funeral was held at the
Richard A. Sheetz Funeral Home with Rev.
James Ernst officiating. Interment was in
Rohrerstown Mennonite Cemetery.
Cashman: Sidney W. Cashman, born Sept.
26, 1909, son of Walter S. and Annabell Wolf
Cashman, died Oct. 17, 1991. Surviving are his
wife, Mary E. (Burkett); two sons, Sidney W. Jr.
and Clifford R; four grandchildren; four greatgrandchildren; two sisters, Sadie Powell and
Edna Clapper; and two brothers, Wallace and
Robert. He was a member of the Altoona, Pa.,
congregation. Services were held from the
William G. Bigelow Funeral Home with Rev.
Richard L. Riley officiating. Interment was in
Carson Valley Cemetery.
Feather: Elsie Feather, bom June 27, 1906,
daughter of Albert and Clara Kensinger Carper,
died Nov. 22, 1991. Preceding her in death was
her husband, Rev. J. Howard Feather; and two
brothers, Lloyd and Paul Carper. Surviving are 5
stepchildren, Eugene H , Harold H., A. Lois
Hostetter, Arlene Martin, and Eunice Hostetter;
14 grandchildren; 25 grandchildren; and a sister,
Maybelle R. Kanode. She had been an elementary school teacher and principal for 40 years,
and for 62 years a member of the Martinsburg,
Pa., congregation. The services were held at the
Messiah Village Chapel with Rev. J. Robert
Lehman and Rev. Avery Musser officiating, and
at the Martinsburg church with Rev. Earl E. Henofficiating. Interment was in Fairview Cemetery.
Goins: Janna B. Goins, born Jan. 7, 1910,
died Oct. 28, 1991. Surviving are four brothers,
Dwight, Mabrie, Oscar, and Leonard; and a sister, Ardith Johns. In her teens she moved with
her parents to Upland, Calif., to attend Beulah
Academy, and later graduated from Azusa
Pacific College. She was a talented musician and
public speaker. She served over 30 years in home
mission work at God's Love Mission, Detroit,
Mich., and Life Line Mission, San Francisco.
Upon retirement from mission work she taught
school for 20 years. She was an active member
of the Upland congregation where the services
were held with Rev. Walter Winger and Rev.
Alvin C. Burkholder officiating. Entombment
was in Bellevue Mausoleum.
Guengerich: Lois H. Guengerich, born Dec.
5, 1904, died Nov. 13. Preceding her in death
was her husband, Erlis L. Guengerich. Surviving
are a son, Les L.; 3 daughters, Mary G. Willms,
Martha L. Miller, and Anna M. Haldeman; a sister, Betty Frey; 12 grandchildren; and 12 greatgrandchildren. While residing at Messiah
Village, she had worked at the Children's Family
Center and was known for the gift of poetry writing. She was a member of the Messiah Village
church where services were held with Rev.
Martha L. Lady and Rev. Peter A. Willms officiating. A service was also held at the Alta
Loma, Calif., church where she was a charter
member, with Rev. Ralph Wenger, Rev. Alvin
continued on page 26
25

Burkholder, and Rev. Peter A. Willms officiating. Interment was in Bellevue Cemetery.
Hess: Henry M. Hess, bom Sept. 22, 1895,
son of Rev. Abram Z. and Elizabeth Musser
Hess, died Nov. 1. Preceding him in death was
his wife Lottie M. (Hersh). Surviving are a son,
Paul Z. Hess;fivedaughters, F. Elizabeth Asper,
Mary A. Wingerd, Rhoda M. Heisey, Anna Ruth
Hostetter, and Lois C. Weaver; 16 grandchildren; 33 great-grandchildren; and 2 great-greatgrandchildren. He was a member of the Cross
Roads congregation, Pa., and attended the
Martinsburg and the Messiah Village congregations. The service was held at the Messiah
Village church with Rev. J. Robert Lehman, Rev.
Paul Z. Hess, Rev. J. Wilmer Heisey, and Rev.
Earl E. Herr officiating. Interment was in the
Cross Roads church cemetery.
Howd: Marion Howard Howd, born Aug.
30, 1921, in Breckenridge, Mich., died Nov. 4.
Surviving are two daughters, Betty Fisher and
Alice Parks; three brothers; two sisters; nine
grandchildren; and a great-grandchild. He was a
lifetime farmer, and was converted in the hospital through the visitation ministry of Rev.
Bedsaul Agee, who officiated at the funeral at
Whiting's Funeral Chapel. Interment was in
Ridgelawn Cemetery.
Kauffman: LeRoy J. Kauffman, born Feb. 9,
1917, son of Jonas H. and Mary Petersheim

Kauffman, died Nov. 9. Surviving are his wife,
Mary (Lehman); three daughters, Linda Jane
Goering, Alma Grace Unrau, and Carol Sue
Hershberger; a brother; and six grandchildren.
He was a member of the Yoder, Kan., Mennonite
Church where the funeral was held with Rev.
Dan Kauffman and Rev. John Landis officiating.
Interment was in the church cemetery.
Moser: Grace Naomi Moser, born Dec. 23,
1916, daughter of Albert and Katherini Moser,
died Oct. 26. She was preceded in death by a sister and a brother. Surviving are a sister, Mary
Kimmel; a niece and a nephew. She was a regular attender and Sunday school secretary of the
Hummelstown, Pa., congregation where the
funeral was held with Rev. Jay E. Sisco officiating. Interment was in Hummelstown Cemetery.
Rosenberry: Rosella Rosenberry, born July
14, 1915, daughter of Daniel and Minnie Utz
Blubaugh, died Nov. 27. She was preceded in
death by a sister and two brothers. Surviving are
her husband, George Rosenberry; two daughters, Maxine and Debora; a son, Ronald; two
grandchildren; two sisters; and three brothers.
She was a member of the Antrim congregation,
Pa., where the funeral was held with Rev. Wilbur
W. Benner officiating. Interment was in Lincoln
Cemetery.
Rowles: Barbara J. Rowles, born Jan. 12,
1948, died Nov. 5. Surviving are her husband,

Jiie yWaif off^eace
A year has passed since the United
States and a coalition of other countries
went to war against Iraq. Popular opinion
in the United States has generally held
that this was a highly successful and
clean war—accomplishing very quickly
(in only 43 days of bombing and 100
hours of ground combat) the stated objective of driving Iraq out of Kuwait. But
even passing knowledge of the reality of
warfare should tell us that although this
war was short, it was not as clean as television images would have us believe.
Two video resources available from
Mennonite Central Committee's resource
library tell of another side to the Persian
Gulf War.
In "Lines in the Sand," a 12-minute
video essay, the "official" view of the
war as controlled by the U. S. military
and reported by most of the media is contrasted with some of the real consequences of the war. For example, a man
whose wife and daughters were killed in
The Way of Peace column is a project of
the Boardfor Brotherhood Concerns.
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the bombing of a civilian shelter in
Baghdad talks about the misconception
that this was a military target; he says
that 99 percent of the people in the shelter were civilians, mostly women and
children.
This past summer, Carol McLean, a
public health nurse, spent six weeks in
Iraq as a Mennonite Central Committee
volunteer working with UNICEF. An 18minute video features her speaking about
what she observed during her six weeks
in Iraq addressing the nutritional needs of
children. She notes that while the bombing has stopped, the suffering has not.
Iraqi children, especially, are severely at
risk for malnutrition and disease because
of inadequate supplies of food and
medicine as a result of continuing economic sanctions against Iraq. Since the
video was taped in August, 1991, some of
the specific information may be outdated,
but the basic description of the impact of
the war on Iraqi civilians remains accurate.
Also available from MCC to accompany these videos is a small study packet,
"Feeding the Enemy: The Christian

Ronald; a son, Randall; and two daughters,
Rhonda and Rita. She was a member of the
Mowersville congregation, Pa., where the funeral service was held with Rev. William Berry and
Rev. Charles Lehman officiating. Interment was
in the church cemetery.
Sollenberger: Lizzie M. Sollenberger, born
Aug. 15,1885, died Nov. 7. She was the widow
of Edward J. Sollenberger. Several nieces and
nephews survive. She was loved and revered at
Messiah Village, and holds the records as the
resident living the longest (48 years) at Messiah
Home, now Messiah Village, and as the oldest
resident ever at 106. She had earlier been a member of the New Guilford congregation,
Chambersburg, Pa. The funeral was held at the
Messiah Village church where she was a member with Rev. J. Robert Lehman and Rev. Martha
Lady officiating. Interment was in the New
Guilford church cemetery.
Weiss: Arthur L. Weiss, born Feb. 17,1931,
son of Alfred and Mary Kunsman Weiss, died
Nov. 15. Surviving are his wife, Mazie A.
(Greer); and two brothers, Irvin S. and Charles E.
He was employed for 30 years as groundskeeper for Alto-Reste Park, and a member of the
Altoona, Pa., congregation. Services were held at
the Michael J. Quinlisk Funeral Home with Rev.
Richard Riley officiating. Interment was at
Westmoreland Memorial Park.
•

a column for
Christian peacemakers

Response to Hunger in Iraq," as well as a
flyer containing stories, a litany, and a
list of video resources on "Remembering
a War: The Persian Gulf crisis one year
later."
These resources could be used in
Sunday school, small group, or a
Wednesday or Sunday evening service.
You might consider using them as part of
your Peace Sunday celebrations on
March 2. The Carol McLean video was
sent to all Brethren in Christ churches in
Canada, and is also available for free loan
from the Board for Brotherhood
Concerns (717-653-8251) or any MCC
office in the United States and Canada.
"Lines in the Sand" can be obtained from
MCC Akron, 21 S. 12th St., P.O. Box
500, Akron PA 17501 (717-859-1151).
During the Gulf crisis and war (and, in
fact, any war), we were manipulated into
seeing those who opposed us as enemies
to be destroyed. Jesus, on the other hand,
told us to love our enemies and to be
peacemakers. These short but powerful
videos can help to give us the kind of
information we need to follow Jesus. •
Evangelical Visitor

Messiah
College
News
New members added to
Messiah's Board of Trustees
The Messiah College Board of
Trustees named three new members during their fall meetings: Charles Frey,
Carol Miller, and Dr. C. Scott Harrison.
Lancaster resident Charles Frey, along
with his brother Emerson, have guided
the development of their business, Turkey
Hill Dairy, and its related enterprises for
many years. Charles has been a longtime
supporter of Messiah College, both financially and as a volunteer. He has also
served as a church officer and member of
the Board of World Missions for the
Brethren in Christ Church. Emerson
recently retired from the board of the college. The $7 million academic building
recently completed on the Messiah campus has been named in honor of the
brothers and their wives.
Carol Miller is the vice president of
administration at Lancaster Laboratories,
Inc., where she has been employed since
1981. She also serves on the board of the
Lancaster Chamber of Commerce and the
Human Resources Committee of the
Pennsylvania Chamber of Commerce,
where she is chairperson of the subcommittee on Employee Benefits.
Dr. C. Scott Harrison is chairman of
the board, president and CEO of Kirsch-

Among the Alumni Award recipients were Beth Frey (back seat, closest to camera) and
Ray Zercher (front seat).
ner Medical Corporation in Timonium,
Maryland. Among other appointments,
Dr. Harrison is Clinical Professor of
Orthopedic Surgery at Milton S. Hershey
Medical Center, and Chief of Orthopedic
Surgery at Harrisburg Hospital.
Brethren in Christ members
chosen as alumni award
recipients
Beth Frey and Ray Zercher, both
members of the Grantham Brethren in
Christ Church, were selected to receive
alumni awards during Messiah's homecoming celebration. Beth Frey received
the Distinguished Alumnus Award, honoring her excellence in her vocation. A
1939 graduate of Messiah Junior College,
Beth has devoted most of her life to missions in Africa and service in Pennsylvania. Ray Zercher received the Alumni
Appreciation Award in recognition of his
significant service to Messiah College.

From, left: C. Scott Harrison, Carol Miller, Charles Frey.
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Ray, a 1941 graduate of Messiah Junior
College, has distinguished himself as a
writer, artist, and former Messiah College
professor who touched generations of
Messiah students.
Associates welcome new
Brethren in Christ members
Of the ten new members welcomed to
the college's Board of Associates, which
also met over Homecoming Weekend,
two belong to the Brethren in Christ
church: Lancaster, Pa., resident Jeffrey
Lehman, who is a member of the Manor
Brethren in Christ Church in Mountville,
and Allen Carr, a Wormleysburg, Pa.,
resident who is a member of the Harrisburg Brethren in Christ Church.
The Board of Associates is an organization of business, professional, and civic
leaders who provide counsel for the college, cultivate communication with the
public, and assist the college in fulfilling
its goals. It also aims to encourage and
prepare individuals to fill a variety of
roles: trustee, advisor, and volunteer leader of special advancement activities.
According to Messiah's President
Hostetter, "The input that we receive
from these leading members of the community and business is valuable to the
educational needs of the college."
Learn & Lunch program planned
The Messiah College Auxiliary
announces their sixth annual Learn &
Lunch, "Daystar Rising," to be held Saturday, March 14, on the Messiah College
campus.
A full morning of activities is planned
to create an exciting learning experience
just for women. A choice of eight different workshops will range from ideas on
27

Frey Hall, the college's newest academic building—approximately 68,000
square feet, costing approximately $7
million—was dedicated during
Homecoming weekend.

These students were selected by campus nominating committees and editors of
the annual directory based on their academic achievement, service to the community, leadership in extracurricular
activities, and potential for continued success. A presentation dinner was held on
November 19 at the college.
Bible study, international cooking, and
children's literature to parenting skills
and tips for working women. A special
vocal music feature will be presented
after the luncheon by two Messiah graduates, Jennifer Patton and Becky Randall.
Proceeds from the work of the auxiliary are used to support the students of
Messiah's affiliate school, Daystar University College in Kenya, East Africa,
through scholarships for needy students
and an "as needed" fund for such necessities as books, eyeglasses, and medical
emergencies.
Registration for Learn & Lunch is
$13.00 for the whole day, or $7.50 for
lunch only. For further information contact the President's Office, Messiah
College, Grantham, PA 17027, (717)
766-2511.

Who's Who
Brethren in Christ
Among the 51 students from Messiah
course offered
College who received the Who's Who
Among Students in American Universities A course called "Brethren in Christ
and Colleges award were seven Brethren Life and Thought" will be offered during
the spring semester at Messiah. The
in Christ students:
course, taught by the Brethren in Christ
Susan Fullerton, senior international
archivist Dr. E. Morris Sider, has not
business major from Elizabethtown, Pa.;
been offered since the fall of 1989 due to
Cynthia Garis, senior Christian eduDr. Sider's sabbatical.
cation major from Telford, Pa.;
According to the course description,
Carolyn Groff, junior accounting
Dr. Sider will discuss the founding, hismajor from Gordonville, Pa.;
torical development, and present situaCorrine Hess, junior political science
tion of the Brethren in Christ, with special
major from Dillsburg, Pa.;
attention to their interaction with other
Karen Pertusio, junior elementary edureligious
bodies and with society genercation major from Annville, Pa.;
ally.
Dr.
Sider,
a Professor of history and
Beth Shertzer, junior accounting major
English literature, has authored numerfrom Columbia, Pa.;
ous articles and books relating to the
Mark Wastler, senior history major
Brethren in Christ. Those interested in
from Grantham, Pa.
enrolling in the course should contact
their Messiah College representative.

Looking? Plan to spend a day at Messiah
Prospective students and their families are invited to spend a day at
Messiah this semester. Several special open house days have been planned.
These days start with registration in the Eisenhower Campus Center at
9:00 a.m. Included are academic and financial aid information sessions,
campus tours, and a complimentary lunch with faculty and students.
Open house days for all areas of study are Monday, Feb. 17, and
Saturday, Mar. 7.
Open house days for specific areas of study are Friday, Feb. 7, for engineering, mathematical sciences, management and business, and Friday,
Feb. 21, for nursing and natural sciences.
There will also be a special program for students from minority ethnic
backgrounds on Minority Awareness Day, Monday, Jan. 20, Martin Luther
King Day.
If you don't see a date here that's convenient for the whole family, call
the Admissions Office at (717) 691-6000 to set up your own time to visit.

28

Women's Soccer Coach is
MAC Coach of the Year
Messiah College women's soccer
coach Mike Russ, a member of the Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ Church,
was recently voted Middle Atlantic Conference Women's Soccer Coach of the
Year. Russ, also an Instructor in Physical
Education at Messiah, is in his third year
at Messiah's helm. He led the lady Falcons from a 7-6-1 record in 1989, to 9-33 in 1990, to this year's 13-6 record and
a MAC West championship, their first in
four years as a varsity sport.
With a 5-0 record in the MAC West,
Messiah won its first sectional title.
Messiah put up a valiant effort in the
MAC Championship game against the
University of Scranton, but ended up losing 2-1.
•
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1991 in retrospect
Some years stand out in my memory:
1968, the year I graduated from college;
1971, the year Mark and I were married;
1973, the birth of our first child; 1978, the
birth of our second child. It's easy, of
course, when one year ends, to think that
this will be a milestone year. Only time
will tell whether 1991 (the first palindromic year since 1881) will continue to
stand out as more years pass, but right
now it seems to have some of the earmarks of significance.
Family rites of passage: In 1991,
Mark and I celebrated 20 years of marriage, not many compared to my parents'
52 years, but a lot when you think about
the divorce rate in North America. Beth
officially became an adult and David
became a teenager. We feel like we've
been coping with the throes of adolescence for a long time already, and we still
have a long way to go. Sometimes we
feel like we've failed miserably as parents
when we have yet another argument over
differing values and expectations, but at
other times we're grateful for two children who are healthy, bright, and growing
(in most senses of the word).
Funerals: Perhaps it's a symptom of
encroaching old age, but I attended more
funerals in 1991 than in any other year
that I can remember. These were funerals
of significant people in my life: a teacher,
a leading churchman, a young minister

Pontius'
Puddle
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Road, Goshen, IN 46526.
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who shouldn't have died, a woman who
was a role model for many. As I mourned
their loss, I also rejoiced each time in the
Christian hope of the resurrection.
"Global" concerns: This was the year
of the Persian Gulf War, which supposedly exorcised the demon of the Vietnam
War and made America feel good about
itself again. But I've had a hard time feeling good about being part of inflicting
death and suffering on hundreds of thousands of Iraqi people, most of whom were
not connected with the recalcitrance of
their president. The war stirred up deep
feelings in me, and reaffirmed my belief
that war and violence are not good
answers to conflict and disagreement.
I've also had reason this year to think
about the scope and variety of "problems" confronting the world: abortion,
sexual abuse, AIDS, crime, poverty,
pornography, racism. Thinking a lot
about these problems can be depressing
and overwhelming, but because they're
all around us it's impossible to ignore
them. I often don't feel like I have many
solutions, and I continue to struggle with
how I should respond personally, but I
also believe it helps to have a faith that
says that God cares not only about my
personal salvation but also about suffering and injustice in the world.
Personal: Vacation and business sent
me traveling this year. These jaunts away
from home are usually good times of
relaxing or learning about new places and
people, but it is always good to come
home again. I appreciate the stability of
place I've known as an adult—much dif-
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ferent than my childhood when we
moved often.
Preoccupying my thoughts a great deal
in 1991 were job-related stress and insecurity. I've been amazed and chagrined at
how important my job is to my identity
and self-esteem. When things aren't
going well at work, even for reasons that
have nothing to do with me (or so they
say, anyway), it's very easy for me to
take it personally. I've been working hard
to separate my identity as a person from
my identity on the job. My low tolerance
for uncertainty means that I face with
some anxiety the major changes I know
are coming in 1992.
1991 has been a year with a curious
mix of questioning and affirmation. I've
been disappointed and perplexed by
many things, and unable to come up with
surefire answers, but I've also had longstanding convictions reinforced by new
insights. My Christian faith, never an
easy thing, has kept on growing and
maturing. For that and many other things
I thank God.
Phoebe

Readers may correspond with
both Phoebe and Onesimus by
writing to them c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550.
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Dear Paul,
It's the new y e a r . . . another year has
come and gone, and another begins, and
still, we have not seen our Lord's return.
I was just reading the letter you wrote to
the church at Thessalonica. Both of your
letters to Thessalonica have been copied
and widely circulated and can now be
found in all the churches that profess
hope in Jesus. I think I have found in its
few lines the thing that has served as a
key to why you have so tirelessly and
zealously continued in your long and
effective work. You say mat our Lord is
returning during your lifetime! What a
source of strength; as you sit in jail, you
have constantly before you the thought
that it could be today—no wonder you
are not quietly content to make tents and
save for your retirement.
I am dismayed, however, by a most
insidious attitude that has crept in and
spread in the hearts of the disciples here.
Although no one would actually deny that
our Lord is returning, still only a few profess that it might be during our lifetime,
and I fear that fewer still live out that
conviction.
To be sure, there are those like Justus,
who claimed to know the exact day and
time of our Lord's return. His followers
sold everything, and on the appointed
day, they went up to the surrounding hills
and patiently waited. Many among the
faithful shook their heads knowing that

"no one knows the day or hour," and
when Jesus did not come, a red-faced
Justus said he had miscalculated because
he had used the Roman calendar and not
the Persian means of reckoning—many
of his followers rightly fell away.
I find the smugness of those brethren
in Christ who were not deceived most
alarming. They say, "It is not the time.
For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all
continues just as it was." It even has
become a joke; at a recent gathering of
the brethren for our annual reports, when
asked a question, the speaker said something to the effect that, "It won't happen
until the day our Lord returns" (a sort of
doomsday joke), and all the brethren
laughed! It is such a pervasive attitude, I
fear that few will even recall the incident,
but I do. The lack of zeal was evident in
the reports that were given of our brotherhood's growth. It is dismaying that the
church will probably view this as a programmatic problem and will schedule
evangelism seminars. But the underlying
malady will remain and spread
unchecked.
Paul, pray for your struggling
brethren. I fear that we are sinking further
into a lukewarm mediocrity in which
your effectual zeal will only be a distant
memory, and that our Lord's coming will
mean doom to many. Brother, pray that
we, like you, will begin to say that this
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"Generic or Prophetic?" (November
1991, p. 9). I too wonder where our
denomination is heading. Thank you,
Rev. Kelchner, for writing such a timely
and thought provoking article. I agree
with every word you wrote, and I hope
and pray that you stay with us; we need
you.
And hooray for Phoebe. I think it's
high time that our sisters had more input
into what goes on in our world and the
church.
When I read history, and even as
recent as this past year, I don't think men
have demonstrated that they are in possession of a superior intelligence.
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As I recall what went on in the Middle
East this past year, I think it can only be
characterized as utter stupidity—to put it
in simplest terms.
I don't remember that any women
were featured in the media headlines during that sorry affair. It all came about
through the machinations of men.
So I think it's time we men stood back
and took a good hard look at ourselves
and our past record, and if we are honest
we might not like what we see.
And so, Phoebe, I wish you well in
your efforts at trying to educate us men.
John Reesor
Magnetawan, Ont.

could be the day; that we will, with joy
and the anticipation of the fulfillment of
all our hopes, say together, "Maranatha!"
Your son in the faith,
Onesimus
It's January 1992, and we begin with
a new writer, Onesimus X.
The writerfor the 1991 Onesimus column was Stuart Kelly, pastorfor the past
eight years of- the Highland Park
Brethren in Christ Church, Dublin, Va.
For the last six years, he has written
"Parson to Person," a weekly religion
column for a local newspaper. He and
his wife Martha have two daughters,
Noelle, six, and Anna, three.
Stuart concludes, "1 love to write, I
like to pretend I'm someone else, and I've
always wished I could travel through
time. 'Onesimus' allowed me to do all
three. I can't say Paul actually returned
any of my correspondence—he has so
many letters to write—but he certainly
seemed to hover nearby at times. The
'now' and 'then' of Christianity nudged
closer together for me as I epistled the
apostle.
"Thanks, Paul, for being there.
Thanks, readers, for your benevolent
eavesdropping. Thanks, Onesimus, for
letting me lease your letterhead. It's been
a delightful trip."
•
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tive love in Christ. Our denominational
priorities, evangelism and discipleship,
help to point us in this direction. As individuals within our churches commit
themselves to touching the lives of
friends and neighbors, many will come to
a personal experience of hope and peace
in Christ.
This can be our best year yet. With
the sky falling in and a world in convulsion, let us capture the initiative for
Christ. In The New Paganism, Harold
Lindsell reminds us, "The world still
waits to see what God can do through
men and women who are wholly yielded
to him. What needs to be done can be
done and will be done if the people of
God set themselves to do it."
•
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World
If it is teaching . . . let them teach.
Almost every Wednesday night, an old brown Suburban
van owned by one of our church families pulls up to the
north church door. Out spew anywhere from 10-18 preschool
and elementary-age children garnered from the local trailer
park and other corners of the community. As other carloads
approach the door, the Wednesday night teachers arm themselves with prayers for an extra measure of wisdom and
patience. Finally, the singing, the story, and the classtime
begin—if the kids come down from the ceiling long enough
for us teachers to get a word in edgewise.
Every time we finish a unit of study, the plea goes out for
more teachers. "Divide and conquer" is our motto. Optimal
learning and attention to student needs will take place in our
situation with no more than four kids to a class. But rarely can
we reach this staffing goal of only about seven persons for
grades 1-5. One man has expressed the reluctant attitude of
the congregation: "It's hard to believe one hour a week will
change these kids." Perhaps he is right. We're talking about
youngsters who think nothing of calling their little brother
"bastard" in the middle of a Christmas game; or who refer to
private sexual parts with names I have never even heard
before.
But those who believe in the power of God to transform
lives continue on in hope of miracles. We plan our lessons
carefully and creatively, praying that something we say or do
will reach these kids—stick, so to speak—until they can
make adult, mature evaluation of the claims of Jesus on their
lives.
How do kids get so messed up? A public school teacher
explains it this way: Children often "suffer from starvation.
They crave attention the way a man who hasn't eaten in two
days craves food of any kind, and he doesn't care if he eats
scraps or steak. If I can't dish out enough attention, they seek
it from their classmates . . . and my lesson goes down the
drain. . . . No amount of federal funding can fill their emotional needs for attention. Only you and I can do that."1
My husband heads a program for the local school corporation called TESA (Teacher Expectations and Student
Achievement). Among other things, it attempts to help teachers evaluate and improve their interactive skills with low
achievers. One night a local juvenile court judge told the
TESA class that the state of Indiana is having to increase its
prison capacity by 10 percent each year. Based on a survey of
present second graders, the state of Indiana has concluded it
needs to have ready several thousand more prison beds by the
time these kids are adults. To arrive at such figures, officials
poll classroom teachers to count the number of "at risk"—
neglected and/or abused—children.2
Shocking? Let me tell you, that information bothers me.
What's more, it motivates me to be at the church on
Wednesday nights.
Another thing that disturbs me is the attitude of the present
generation of teens toward the so-called service professions—
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among them teaching. I'm not normally an advocate of "the
good of days," but why don't many young adults want to be
teachers anymore? Low pay? Miserable working conditions?
Do they see the lack of respect for teachers by classmates and
their parents, and simply say, "Not me . . . no way!"
Canadian churchman Graydon Giles says, "Christianity
is distinctly a teaching religion. It propogates itself by teaching, and from the beginning has been a mother of schools
The Apostles were sent to teach. One of the last things [Jesus]
said to them was that they were to teach all the world to
observe the things he had commanded them."3
Christianity is not based on meaningless ritual and mindless worship. God believes in the development of the mind
(just look at Proverbs) and puts high priority on free will and
informed choice. Our minds separate us as unique from the
rest of creation. Teaching is important!
During the most recent Wednesday night unit on the life of
Paul and missions, I purposely took into my small group the
six worst "troublemakers" (attention-seekers) so that the other
three classes could function somewhat normally. I told them
I had "chosen them specially" to be in my class; I didn't say
why. Our memory verse was the Great Commission. We
worked on it for several weeks, and I sent copies of the verse
home. By the final class, most of my six still could not say
it—two verses! I was dumbfounded at their inability to focus,
their inattention to detail, their general attitude of disdain
toward learning, and their lack of confidence. (Many of them
will not take home papers from Wednesday night or Sunday
school because they fear their parents' reaction.)
I often contemplate the situation 100-200 years ago when
the Sunday school movement began. Its original purpose was
to teach literacy so children could learn the Bible and know
what it means to follow Jesus. Perhaps our Christian education programs need to go radical, to get back to the roots and
begin again—at both the adult and child levels. Maybe we
need to look at new forms, new programs. But we must do
something.
The ability to read—or to comprehend what is taught—
opens up that quiet place in the heart where lives can be
changed. Some kids don't even know that spot inside them
exists, where ideas and inspiration can dwell, where God can
mold and create. In a way, one thing will never change: the
kingdom of God must be built—one person at a time. Who
will do it? What is your congregation doing to promote education?
hj

•John Tissot, "I Feed Your Children," The Wesleyan Advocate, June
1991, pp. 15-16.
2
Based on a speech by Judge David Bonfiglio.
3"The Teaching of Christ," The Pentecostal Testimony, Nov. 1989,
p. 10
31

Ikej^ackPm
Year of
opportunity
by Harvey R. Sider
"The sky is falling! The sky is
falling!" shouts Chicken Little. At every
turn of her head, the story goes, poor
Chicken Little was overwhelmed by
major catastrophes.
Some time ago pollster George Gallup
reminded us that, "We live in an addictive
society—addicted not only to chemicals
but also to possessions, to success, to
wealth and to an easy self-indulgent
lifestyle."
There is a fascinating television commercial which compresses 20 years of
life into 30 seconds. Two teenagers complete school, marry, and raise a family of
three children with pets. These 30 seconds entice us to purchase a larger vehicle to accommodate our changing circumstances.
1991 was a breathtaking year. On the
other side of the world, sky shaking
events included the assassination of Rajiv
Gandhi, the "death" of communism, the
Persian Gulf War, and the initiation of
peace talks between Jews and Arabs. In
North America the media reminded us
that the "busters" are replacing the
"boomers," and that the recession continues to negatively impact our lifestyles.
All of this spells good news for the
church in 1992. Two thousand years ago
in similarly turbulent times Paul declared
that the Holy Spirit had opened a "great
door for effectual w o r k . . . and there are
many who oppose me" (1 Cor. 16:9). For
the Christian, the worst of times should
be the best of times. Change and insecurity are golden opportunities to share the
love of Christ.
Consider just two ways world conditions play into the hands of the church.
1. Dissatisfaction and dislocation,
changes of any type, challenge the church

to explore relevant ways to reach out and
minister to hurting, needy people. The
inability of money, power, or reputation
to satisfy, a broken marriage or a failed
business, confusion over job loss or relocation become doors for effective service
and witness.
To labor faithfully and effectively in
evangelism is to be made "all things to all
men that by all possible means I might
save some" (1 Cor. 9:22). While the
basics, the absolutes of the gospel never
change, we have become increasingly
aware of the value of flexibility as we
approach the pre-Christian. Social arenas
have opened exciting and unprecedented
opportunities to introduce people to the
lordship of Jesus.
The spirit of tolerance, the new wave
of Western life, expands the potential to
witness for Christ. Our culture is remarkably similar to the ancient world of Paul
where his exchange on Mar's Hill was
actually encouraged. Pluralism, rather
than being a negative factor for the
church, has become an open door to present the gospel. In spite of a few closed
minds, it is accepted that everyone should
be free to express an opinion.
2. Throughout the ages people have
sought security. In today's world, where
billionaires are going bankrupt, wars and
revolutions totally disrupt, economic
recession affects the most unsuspecting,
and technological changes are breathtaking, security—for a growing number of
people—has become an illusion, the pot
of gold at the end of the rainbow. The
church has the privilege and responsibility to step into this vacuum with the most
secure message available. Christians possess a stability and continuity which is
based not on passing fads or fleeting
power but on a relationship with Jesus
Christ.
Isaiah's trust in the Lord enabled him
to say, "You will keep in perfect peace
him whose mind is steadfast, because he
trusts in you" (Is. 26:3). Paul, in the midst
of some of the worst circumstances of
life, proclaimed, "I have learned to be
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content whatever the circumstances"
(Phil. 4:11). With our hope and trust in
the Lord Jesus Christ, security is assured
in 1992.
The world in which we live is waiting
for the Christian message of salvation and
hope. This is the good news for today.
We have opportunities unparalleled and a
receptive audience awaiting our word of
hope. The challenge to share the good
news must be acted upon without delay.
We do not have unlimited time to fritter
away "while Rome burns." Jesus
expressed the urgency of the hour in John
4:35-36, "Do you not say, 'Four months
and then the harvest.'? I tell you, open
your eyes and look at the fields! They are
ripe for harvest."
As we move aggressively into 1992
with vision and commitment, we need to
remember two things that will help us to
fulfill the mandate Christ has given the
church.
a. We need a renewed emphasis on
prayer and fasting. Many participated in
the month of prayer and fasting in
November 1991. Concerts of prayer are
becoming more common. The great
revivals that literally shook nations under
people like John Wesley and Jonathan
Edwards were the result of prayer and
fasting.
I challenge each reader of "The Back
Page" to make a commitment to renewed
prayer and fasting in 1992. God will
reshape our personal lives and churches.
We will then impact our communities for
Christ.
b. We need to be convinced that this is
the year for us to recapture a zeal for
sharing the good news of God's redempcontinued on page 30
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